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ARTICLE VI. 


Momma NeSerinov: or the Preceptive Poem 
of PHocyLipEs. Tranflated into Englifh. 
to which are fubjoined NoTEs, explaining the 
dificult Pafjages; enlarging on feveral u/e- 
ful and extenfive Precepts; tlluftrating va- 
rious philofophical Opinions; and containing 
fome general Objfervations on Propri:ty of 
Exprefion and Grammatical Order. By 
]. Harr. 


4.222 FREES. A CE. 
pense HOCYLIDES, the Author of 


fa the following Poem, was born at 
ma Bey Miletus, a City of Jonia; and 
PER flourifhed about the 6oth O/ym- 

_ piad, above 530Years before Chrift. 

He was cdtemporary with Pythagoras; but 
which 
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which of the Two was Elder, isnot certain ; tho” 

bufebius gives the Anteriority to Pho ocylides by 
about 12 Years. Swidas tells us he wrote 
“Ern %c} "Eneyssacs- And that Time has de- 
prived Usof many more of his Performances, 
cannot be doubted, fince we find feveral Frag- 
ments of him cited in the Works of Arhenaus 
and Stobeus, many of them beginning with 
the Words Kai rode Dwxvaide, This too zs Pho- 
cylides’s; which fhort Preface the Poet pre- 
fixed to his Writings, to diftinguifh the Genu- 
ine from the Counterfeit, and to hinder any 
pretended Author from afcribing them to him- 
felf, This he repeated fo often in his Verfes, 
that Tu//y, (who lived inan Age, when doubt- 
lefs many of this Poet’s Writings were extant, 
which are now loft) in an Epiftle to Atticus, 
ufes the Words, Kai réde Owxvadidg, as a prover- 
bial Phrafe. 

But of all this Author’s Works we have no- 
thing perfect remaining befides this Momma 
NeSerixcy, or Preceptive oe m; which, Suzdas 
fys, was at firft called KePaaaua, Heads ot 
Summaries; it being a Collection of excellent 
Precepts for the Government of Life, through 

all its Stages, and in every State. It is written 
in the Tonic Dialeét. The Stile is Mafculine and 
Nervous, not embellifh’d with Tropes, or {et 
off with Imagery ; ; but Majeftic and Simple, as 
the Dignity and Importance of the Subject re- 
quired. Each Precept is exprefs'd with Gravity 
and Perfpicuity, in fuch Terms, as were moft 
proper to convey the Senfe of the Author ; who 
{eems more fiudious of inftructing the Mind, 
than 
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than of pleafing the Ear. His Language is 


pure, and his Sentences neither dull nor tedious, 
but full, and yet concife; which is the chief 
Excellence of Moral Wiiters, according to 
that juft Rule of the Poet. 
Quicquid precipies, efto brevis; ut cito dicta 
Perctpiant animi daciles, teneantque fideles. 

The publifhing a Subject of this Kind in 
the Engli/h Tongue, will perhaps to fome feem 
ftrange and unfeafonable, in an Age when Ig- 
norance and Vice appear among{t us Trium- 
phant; when Levity and Impertinence are fo 
much the Fafhion, that everyThing Serious and 
InftruGtive is immediately defpifed and reject- 
ed; when Learning and Knowledge are avow- 
edly difcountenanced and openly ridiculed; and 
Moral Virtue deem’d Ungenteel and Ruttic, 
the Effeétof nothing but Unpolitenefs and want 
of Breeding. But amidft this great Degene- 
racy and Corruption (which all complain of as 
Epidemical, but few or none attempt to Re- 
form) I cannot judge fo hardly of my Country, 
as to think it does not {till contain fome Minds 
of a nobler and better Stamp ; fome Perfons of 
Wildom and Probity, who, notwithftanding 
the Lewdnefs and Luxury of the Times, have 
fo far efcaped the Contagion, that they {till dare 
own themifelves Friends to Virtue and Know- 
ledge, and confequently cannot be difpleafed at 
Works, that any ways tend to the Propagation 
and Praife of found Morality, good Senfe, and 
folid and ufeful Learning. 

With Regard to the Tranflation, I fhall 
make no Apology for the Stile of a Work, 

L 2 Ww hich 
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which (as I have already hinted) neither ad- 
mits nor requires any Poetical Decorations. I 
have throughout the ‘Whole endeavoured to ex- 
prefs the Senfe of the Original in plain and ob- 
vious ‘jerms, as briefly is the Idiom of our 
Language would permit, without finking into 
a literal Flatnefs. And where the Sentence re- 
quired Iluftration, I have fubjoin’d Notes of 
fo general a Tendency, that they not only help 
to explain the Meaning of the Author, but 
may alfo (if I mifiake not) be of Service to- 
wards our right underftanding the Senfe of other 
ancient Writers, and forming jufter Notions 
both of their Sentiments and Manner of Ex- 
preffion ; at leaft as far as can be expected from 
juch fhort Obfervations; the Work not allow- 
ing a further Enlargement on thofe Hints, the 
full and clear Analogical Explication of which 
would be of fingular Advantage to the ftudious 
Part of Mankind, fuch as are defirous of In- 
{truction, and Purfuers after Learning. 

If any fhould be fo over-nice as to take Of- 
fence at the bare mention of fome Vices for- 
bidden in the following Poem ; fuch {crupulous 
Perfons fhould firft be very certain, that this 
Precifenets of theirs is real and unaffected. and 
then they have nothing to do, but to overlook 
thefe, or indeed any other general or par- 
ticular Precepts of Morality; it being impofli- 
ble to write any Thing worthy the Perufal of a 
rational Creature, that can be of any Service to 
fuch weak and (hallow Minds. But, on the 
other Hand, if this feeming Difguft be nothing 
butHypocrify,(which is moft frequently theCafe, 

none 








none appearing more Saintly than fecret Sinners) 
{uch Pretenders would then do well to con‘ider, 
that nothing can be more foolifh, than to ima- 
gine, that an overftrain’d Nicenefs will make 
them pfs wit: Men of any Penetration, for 
Perfons of an extraordinary Purity of Manners ; 
becaufe, on the contrary, too much Sjueamifh- 
nefs is (and not without reafon) always ful- 
{pected of Infincerity and Deceit. To this kind 
of Objectors, may naturally enough beapplied the 
witty Sarcafm of the Kpigrammatiff on the 
Soldiers of his Times, who, it feems, very freely 
and frequently practifed Lying, but always re- 
fented it as the greateft Affront to be told fo, 
Mentiris, cave Militibus ne dixeris unquam, 
Majus co nullum dedecus effe putant. 
Mentiris, tantum qui dedecus effe putati:, 
Mentirt, quare creditis effe decus ? 
AUDOENUS. 





The Preceptive Poem of PHocyLIDEs. 


E T no adult’rous Love pollute thy 
Soul. 
Shun Man’s embrace with Man: —Conjunc- 
tion foul! 


NOTES. 


Ver. 2. Shun Man's embrace with Man:—Conjun- 
Hion foul!) Becaufe this foul Act is forbidden in 
Verfes 273, 274. Some, to avoid a Repetition, have 
inftead of yz’ dpoeve, in the Original, read My acer- 
yix,: But very erroneoufly. For befides that the gene- 
L 3 ral 
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Plot no Deceits, From fhedding Blood refrain, 
And grow not wealthy by difhoneft Gain; 


NOTES. 


ral Epithet 2re.yéx would be very improper to cha- 
racterize a diltinét Species of Uncleannefs (which 
feems moft agreeable to the Author’s Defign in a 
Collection of particular Precepts) it would be allo 
far from remedying the Repetition complained of. Kor 
if all Kinds of impure Love be comprehended under 
the Terms dceryia Kump, it mult certainly -be. Lau- 
tology to enumerate every Vice afterwards: And, on 
the other Hand, if only one Species be meant by. the 
Word aigehyi x, it will be as difficult to fix it to 
any particul ar Luft, not mentioned again through- 
at the whole Poem. 

But this latter Readine-is alfo againft all Laws 
of elegantand correct Writing ; andicontrary to the 
Idiom of the Greek Tongue, the Beauty and Energy 
of which (and indeed of Language in General) de- 
pends in a great Meafure on the nice Diftinétion and 
proper ufe of the Compounds. And we may venture to 
affirm, that ’tis for Want of a clear Infight into the va- 
ried Significations of Words or Particles varieufly 
compounded, and uncerftanding what Analogy they 
bear to their Simples, that fuch little Progrets is naw 
made in the Study of the learned Languages, and 
this not fo much through the Learner*s dncapacity, 
asthe Teacher’s Infufficiency) ; and ¢hat}Commenta- 
tors have fo grofly miftaken feveral Paffages in the 
Works of the Ancients, leaving-them more obfcure 
after, than they were before, their Interpretations. 
This might eafily be proved by many Inftances: Bur, 
as the Brevity of the Work will not permit me to 
enlarge, I fhall for the prefent only remark, that 
the Signification of the negative Particle Mz, when 


compounded with +, is different from that it bears, 
s when 
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But what the Hand of Juftice gives, receive; 5 
And with thy deftin’d Lot contented jive. 
Abftain from other’s Goods, Let not thy Mouth 
Be prone to Lies ; but always utter Truth, 


NOTES. 


when dg: isannexed toit. A{iz;is uled for a quicker. 
and fhorter Conneétion, where the Sentences, or rather 
Members of Sentences, feem to haveanearer Relation 
to each other, exprefs’d as it were in the fame Breath, 
and often-tack’d together in one Line; but MvJe con- 
nects flower, being rarely repeated in the J.ine; and 
is moltfproper, when the Sentences (for it feldom ties 
Members) feem to be feparated by a greater Dil- 
tance of Thought, or Space of Time: As when up- 
on the finifhing one Precept, or Sentence, the Author 
breathes a little — and then conneéts another ; then 
ftopsa while — and afterwards adds aThird, €fc. An 
Inftance or two wil] make all appear plain and ealy. 
Mar’ tmsopunons, pir ayvwsy pnts ExorTI. 06. 
Mnde oe AnYos 

Mar éxp YWOLEVOV TOALOV, JN aps oul pO» Hefiod. 

Mar ev Gdw, pant extG@ ode mpocadyy ¥PNT NS : 

Mrd awoyupvatess. Id. 

In the firft Example, Mire only is ufed, 
its Office being to connect different Members of the 
fame Sentence, in the fame Verfe. 

In the fecond, Made and Mize are both employed. 
The former begins the whole Sentence, connecting 
it flowly to the precedent Sentence, compleat of it- 
felf and. ended, The latter is repeated twice in the 
fame Verfe, relating only to the two Branches of the 
Precept commanding the Obfervation of two Sorts 
of Weather, 

The Third is the Converfe of the Second. For 
here Mire is firft twice repeated in the fame Line, 
Mir 
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Firft Honour God: And next thy Parents too ; 
And deal to all Men their peculiar Due. 10 


NOTES. 


Mar’ év 0045 went ixtos. When the Sentence feems 
to be fully enough exprefs’d. —But the Author makes 
a kind of a Paufe; and after fome Time for 
Thought, to render the Precept more comprehen- 
five, adds Mnd amroyuuvwSeic, 20 Nor uncovered, there- 
by connecting as it were a new Sentence to the 
former. 

Nor indeed is Mare ever ufed throughout this 
whole Poem, in the beginning of a Sentence, with- 
out being followed by another wire, (which is fuffi- 
Cient tO prove purr’ apceva to be the true Reading ; 
for 7, cannot with any Propriety follow jr) whereas 
Mrde may begin a Sentence, and the Sentence fol- 
lowing be conneéted by Mids, card, xal, Se 

The like may be obferved of the Latin Conjunc- 
tions Negue or Nec, and Neve or New; that they 
are never (by correct Writers) ufed promifcuoufly 
one for the other; becaufe their Signification differs, 
as they are differently Compounded. In fhort, we 
may lay this down for a certain Truth, ‘* That 
<¢ there are no two Native Words in any pure Lan- 
*s guage exactly Synomomous:” Though for want 
of a deep Penetration, and nice Diftinétion they to 
moft appear fo. And although the Difference of 
Signification in the Particles abovementioned, may 
be thought of no great Confequence in our prefent 
Cafe; yet the Ufetulnefs of the Obfervation will ap- 
pear inthis: That, if duly weigh’d, and clofely 
purfued, it may affift our Enquiries, and be condu- 
cive to our better underftanding the Meaning of Au- 
thors in Matters of much greater Importance. 

Ver. 9. Firft honour God, &fc.] As Hefiod, The- 
egnis, and Pythagoras have begun their moral — 

wit 
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For Favour wreft not Judgment: nor reject 

A poor Man’s Suit; nor fhew the leaft Refpect 

Of Perfons, but'remember, God will be, 

If e’er thou judgeft wrong, a Judge to thee. 

Bear not falfe Witnefs, let thy Words be juft. 15 

Preferve thy Chaftity. And keep thy Truft. 
Let Juftice in thy Meafures {till prevail : 

Equal thy Balance, even be thy Scale. 

By a defign’d, or an uncertain Oath, 

Be not forfworn: Avoid the Guilt of both. 20 

For Perjury (on whomfoe’er it refts) 

Is a foul Crime, th’ Eternal God detefts. 

Thy Neighbour’s Ground deprive not of its Seed, 

Whoever fteals it, ’tis a curfed Deed. 


NOTES. 


with the Worfhip of the Deity, fome have thence 
been induced to think, that the five firft Verfes, in 
the Original, are mifplaced; and that Phocylides 
defign’d this Verfe for the Beginning of his Poem. 
But there appears noNeceffity, that our Author fhould 
form his Defign after the Model of others: Nor in- 
deed does any fuch Method feem to be obferved 
through the whole Work ; but every Precept fet 
down, ‘as it occurr’d to the Poet’s Mind. So that 
there is but little Ground for fuch an Opinion ; ef- 
pecially fince all the Manufcript Copies retain the 
Order, in which the Verfes now ftand; and thofe 
Criticks, who would have the precedent Verfes poft- 
pon’d, have left us in theDark, as to what other Place 
in the Poem we ought to affign them. 

_ Ver. 23. Thy Neighbour’s Ground deprive not of 
wts Seed It was ufual for the Ancients, when they 
began to fow their Ground, to facrifice a Portion of 


the 
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To Rob the Hireling of his Due, abhor; 2 5 
And never in the leaft afflict the Poor. 

Think e’er thou fpeak, And keep a Secret 

clofe. 
Wrong none: Buthim that would do wrong 
oppofe. 
ply the Beggar’s Wants without delay : 

Aud put not off his Suit from Day to Day, 30 
Relieve the needy with a bounteous Mind, 
Receive the exil’d, and condué the Blind. 
Pity the Shipwreck’d: Dangers {till attend 
The Seas. The fallen raife, and be a Friend 


Tohimthat’s Friendlefs, All may Ills endure: 3 5 


NOd?.£. S$. 


the Seed to Ceres; whereby the whole became Hal. 
lowed, and no longer to be efteem’d.as common 
Grain, becaufe dedicate to the Goddefs. So that 
when a greater Quantity .was, brought into the 
Field, than could be. fown that Day; they never 
carried the Remainder again mto their Granaries, 
but lefc it in the Field, together with their Inftru- 
ments of Agriculture, ready for the next Day’s La- 
bour, The Poet here forbids the ftealing this Coa, 
fecrated Grain, declaring that whoever was fo Pro- 
fane as to take it was inapacimGe, Accarfed, as 
guilty not only of Theft, but Sacrilege.—This is 
plainly the Anthor’s Meaning in this Place; and 
not to prohibit Charms and Incantations ufed te 
corrupt the Seed, and render it unfruicful, as Inter- 
preters have falfely imagined. 


Ver. 37. 
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Life is a Wheel, and Happinefs unfure. 

If thou art rich, aflift the Poor, and give 
The Needy Share of all thou halt receive. 
Let public Love infpire each gen’rous Soul; 
And every Part be uieful to the Whole. 40 


NOTES. 


Ver. 37. If thou art Rich, &c J The feeming 
Tautology, in this and the following Verfe, will im- 
mediately vanifh, and a beaun‘ul Gradation appear 
in its ftead,. if we mark. the different Significations 
of the two Terms, in the Original, reredvoiy and 
xpress 5 which nearly anfwer the Engl Words 
Poor, and Needy. By the Former of which we un- 
derftand (agreeably to the Etymonof the Term) 
Men of low and narrow Fortunes, who, by hard 
Toil, and painful Indultry, jult make a fhift to fup- 
ply the Neceffities of Nature; but have nothing to 
lay up for theTime to come, nor can remit anyPartof 
their daily and conftant Labour. The latter Term 
denotes Perfons.of ftill meaner and more miferable 
Circumftances; who arenot, asthe other, provided 
with the common Neceffaries of Life, but by fome 
Misfortune are plunged into a State of Dittrefs, and 
reduced even to Want; and therefore ftand in Need 
not only of Help but Relief. The former of thefe 
our Author recommends as Subjects delerving our 
Affifiance, the latter as Objeéts demanding our 
Succour: To the One, he bids us diltribute of our 
Abundance, rarsrov txav: To the Other, he enjoins 
us to {pare of our Fortunes, dv cos tdwxe Seo; Ina 
Word, the Poor have a Right to enjoy Part of our 
Superfluities; the Needy ought to fhare our Cosveui- 
encies, nay to partake of our very Nece/faries. 

Ver. 40.] See the Note on Ver, 49. 


Ver. 41. 
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Wear not thy Sword for Slaughter, but De. 
fence, : 
And gladly with the Ufe of it d fpenfe: 
For be thy Quarrel e’er fo juft, or good; 
To flay thyFoe, pollutes thine Hand with Blood. 
Make no Encroachment on thy Neighbour’s 
Grounds, 45 
Juftice is beft in all: To pafs her Bounds, 


NOTES. 


Ver. 41. Wear not thy Sword, &c.] Phocylides 
having before forbidden the polluting our Hands 
with Blood; left his Meaning fhould be miftaken, 
and the Prohibition confined only to bafe or fecret 
Murder, punifhable by the Laws of every State, 
and condemned by the genera! Voice of Mankind ; 
He here lays down an excellent Rule concerning the 
Ufe and Abufe of the Sword. He would never 
have us employ it, but when we are to a¢t defen- 
fively ; and not even then, except all other Methods 
are ineffectual, and we are compelled by the uni- 
verfal Law of Self-Prefervation to confult our own 
Safety, and have Recourfe to Arms for the Defence 
of our Life; which State, he fays, is fo far from 
being defirable, that ’tis rather to be fhun’d as much 
as poffible, and never to be enter’d, but by Compul- 
fion, and with the utmoft Reluctance. Fron all 
which we may conclude, that this Philofopher’s No- 
tions of Bravery were very different from thofe en- 
tertained by fuch, as foolifhly think it Heroic and 
Noble, never to put up the flighteft Affront, but to 
fhed Blood for the Breach of the minuteft Punctilio, 
and cuta Throat fora meer Trifle; as if none were 
Heroes but Gladiators, or every Homicide was a 
Man of Honour; whereas ’tis Humanity and ae 

ronty 
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Is Evil. Let the Earth’s Productions be, 
Nor hurt, nor hinder’d in theirGrowth, by thee, 


Strangers with Townfmen hold in likeEfteem : 


For we may all (tho’ fettled now we feem) 50 
By Poverty diftrefs’d, be forc’d to roam; 
For Man has not on Earth a certain Home. 


NOTES. 


rofiry that conftitute the brave Man, while Fierce- 
nefs and Cruelry animate Brutes and Savages: And 
if that be the nobleft Spirit, that is moft furious and 
deftructive, Lions, Wolves, and Tigers have the 
trueft Valour. — They therefore who build their 
Greatnefs on nothing but the Deftruétion of Man. 
kind, and Devaftation of Countries, facrificing whole 
Nations to fome Hellifh Principle, gilded with the 
falfe Appellations of Honour or Courage, are fo 
far from meriting our Efteem as Heroes, chat they 
rather deferve our Hate and Deteftation as Pefts of 
Society, open Ravagers, and public Murderers; it 
being a Maxim unanimoufly agreed on by all wife 
Men; ** That nothing can be Great or Honour- 
«© able, that is any Ways pernicious or deftructive,” 


Ver. 49. Strangers with Town/men bold in like 
Eftcem.| This Precept compared with Ver. 4o. fuf- 
ficiently difcovers the Depth of our Author’s Wif- 
dom, the Soundnefs of his Philofophy, andthe Ex- 
tenfivenefs of his Charity. For tho’ all civiliz’d 
Nations have wifely taken Care to inftill into the 
Minds of Youth early Notions of the Love of their 
Country, inciting in them a laudable Defire of cul- 
tivating it by Arts, or defending it by Arms; yet 
all thinking Men know, this is done for Ends pure- 
ly Political, to maintain Society, promote Intereft, 
and fupport Government. The Man of Senfe ex- 

tends 
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The Love of Money is that fertile Root, 

Whence all the various Kinds of Evil thoot. 

In Gold and Silver what unfeen Deceit 56 

Makes: Mortals iabour to be Curft, and Great! 

O Gold! thou Guide to Evil! Bane of Life! 

Thou Spring of Mifchief! and thou Source of 
Strife. 

Happy for Man if thou hadft never been ! 

Thou pleafing Ruin! pregnant Caufe of Sin! 60 

Thy dire Effects in bloody Wars we fee! 

Wrongs, Rapines, Murders, all proceed from 
thee ! 

Children for thee their Parents Ruin feek ! 

And Brothers all the Ties of Nature break! 


Speak what thou know’ft is right, and {corn 
to ufe 65 


Words fuited to the Times, for fordid Views: 


NOTES. 







tends his View much farther; and fees the whole 
World a Community, of which himfelf is a Mem- 
ber. To him, that ancient Maxim holds undeniably 
good, *¢ That all the World is a wife Man’s Coun- 
‘s try.” And, inhis Efteem, to confine our Com- 
paffion and Benevolence within the fcanty Limits of 
a Town or Country, a Sect or Party, a Notion or 
Opinion, or any other fantaftic Relation, betraysa 
Narrownefs of Thought, and Bafenefs of Spirir, 
unbecoming a Philofopher, and proper only to 
Fools and Bigots. 








Ver. 67. 
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Like Reptiles born on numerous Rows of Feet; 

Who change their Colour, as they change their 
Seat. 


NOTES. 


Ver. 67. Like Reptiles,—] The Creature here 
alluded to by the Poet is called a Polrpus ; which, as 
Naturalifts affirm, has a Power of altering its Hue 
as often as it fhifts its Place, affuming the Colour of 
that Spot where it fixes; not much unlike fome Spe- 
cies of Caterpillars among us, whofe Colour is the 
fame with that of the Herbs they live on; which 
kind of Reptile Hefiod calls duicsG@ Bonele/s. But, 
by the Epithet xezpoOuzs, our Author feems to mean 
a Creature living by the Sea-fide and cleaving to 
Rocks, or at leaft refiding principally in ftony Pla- 
ces. Erafmus fays it is a Fifh: And indeed the gene- 
ral Name of Polypus may be attributed to any Spe- 
cies of Animals, that have a great Number of 
Feet. See the Defcription of a Polypus given by 
Pliny, Lib. ix. Cap. 29. | 

*Tis worth remarking, that Theognis has men- 
tioned this very Creature, and recommended it to us 
for our Imitation ;_ which Pbhocslides here exprefly 
forbids. But the Admonitions of both thefe Authors 
are falutary enough ; and not inconfiftent with each 
other. For indeed ’tis impoffible to Jay down any un- 
alterable Precept of moral GEconomy, any that ought 
not, in fome particular Cafes, to be fuperfeded , but 
good Nature and Difcretion muft dire&t us. Zheog- 
nis only forbids a rigid, four, obftinate Attachment 
to our own Notions; advifing us fometimes to re- 

cede a little, and for good and laudable Ends be- 
come as it were all Things to all Men. Phocylides 
on the other Hand would have us fcorn the Balenefs 
of time-ferving Sycophants, who footh Mankind in 
their 
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To calmly practife Inj’ries predefign’d, 
Argues the Bafenefs of a Villain’s Mind. 70 
But judge not rafhly him that’s overfway’d 
To a& unjuftly: Let th’ Intent be weigh’d. 

If Wifdom, Strength, or Riches be thy Lot, 
Boatft not; but rather think, thou haft them not, 
One God alone, from whom thefe Gifts pro- 

ceed, 75 

Is wife, is mighty, and is rich, indeed, 


NOTES. 





their Vanity by Flattery and Lies ; and appear under 
any Form, that is moft fuitable to accomplifh their 
finifter Ends, by impofing on the Weak, deceiving 
the Ignorant, and cajoling the Unwary. 

Ver. 75. One God alone.| We have here an ex- 
prefs Affertion of the Unity of the Deity. AndI 
think, we may reafonably enough conclude, that not 
only Phocylides, but all wife Men, in all Ages, (when 
they were carried into any Depth of Thought) could 
entertain no otherConceptions of theDivine Being than 
what center’d in Unity: And whenever they talk’d 
of more Gods than one, ’twas either in Conformity 
to the vulgar Notions of the Times; or from an In- 
coherence, or Confufion of Thought, which for the 
prefent obfcured their Mind, and produced a Multi- 
tude of wild and vague Imaginations, For indeed 
the Mind of Man is for ever reftlefs and perplex’d, 
while his Ideas are multiplex, and his Thoughts em - 
ployed on Plurality or Number; nor can it ever 

erceive any Light, or experience any Eafe in think- 
ing, till it has again refolved itfelf into Unity. For 
all that Knowledge, which ftudious Men acquire in 
the Science of Numbers, is only the Perception s 
the 





Art.6. For SEPTEMBER, 1743. 179 
Let not paft Troubles thro’ thy Fancy run ; 
What once has happen’d, ne'er can be un- 

done. 


NOTES. 


the Relation they bear to Unity; every Arithmeti- 
cal Calculation being nothing but Unity difplay’d in 
different Lights, and manifefting itfelf under various 
Operations. When therefore Men have fo extended 
and ftrain’d their Thoughts, that they have loft 
Sight of Unity, their Underftanding immediately 
becomes dark and confufed; there is no Unifor- 
mity or Coherence in their Ideas; nor are they ca- 
pable of continuing their Enquiries with any Clear- 
nefs or Regularity ; becaufe a Multiplicity of Ob- 
je€ts has diforder’d their Reafon, and untun’d their 
Mind. For every Idea of Number is a kind of Dif- 
traction or Dilaceration. of the human Mind 3; which 
is only then perfect when its Eye is fingle and its 
Perception one. Men of weak Underftandings, 
and fhallow Capacities, are eafily deceived by a 
Multiplicity of Appearances; but to a difcerning 
Mind, all the various Objeéts within the Compats 
of Nature firft difcover the Harmony, and then 
point out the Unity of the Whole. Thus, tho’ our 
Poet, in another Place, calls the Sun, Moon, Earth, 
Sea, &c. ‘Oveavidaty The. Celeftials, and Maxapesy 
The Bleffed, and attributes to each his proper Office 
as a Deity, yet he could mean no more, than that 
thefe are all Emanations from one Fountain, and 
act by that one Power, that moves, pervades, and 
animates the whole Mafs. 

Thus far at leaft we may reafonably allow, that 
Phocylides and moft other Philofophers could go. 
But if they went no further, their Notions feem to 
be very fhort and imperfeé&t. For if God be that 
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180 The Works of the Leanne. Art. 6, 

Reftrain thine Anger, and to ftrike be flow, 

Blood has, tho’ undefign’d, been known to 
flow, 80 


And Murder iffu’d from an angry Blow. 


NOTES. 


univerfal Seu] or Mind, that is diffufed throughout 
the whole World, and gives Life and Motion toall 
material Subftances, and yet is itfelf diftinét and fe. 
parate from Matter; it follows, that every the mi- 
nuteft Particle of Matter muft terminate:and bound 
the Being of the Deity : Since ’tis impoffible, that 
he can be Omniprefent, fo as to fill all Space, if 
there be any Thing exifting befides himfelf. "Was 
there but one Particle of Matter in the whole Uni- 
verfe, befides the Deity; that Particle, however 
minute or contracted, would be fufficient to over- 
throw God’s Ubiquity: For if it be argued, that 
tho’ God de not that Particle, yet he is é# that Par- 
ticle; this Way of Reafoning does not feem to 
folve the Difficulty: Since it ftill allows that Par- 
ticle of Matter to be fomewhere: confequently 
God (if he is not that Particle) cannot be every 
where. 

The Ideas of Men concerning God are various, 
Some among the Ancients confefs’d One Supreme 
Being, worlhip’d under different Titles or Appel- 
Jations, according to the feveral Attributes they 
afcribed to him, or the various Bleffings and Ad- 
vantages: Mankind received from him. Others 
gave the Name of Deity to every Thing, that was 
above the common Level of Humanity, and 
efteem’d great and glorious amongft Men: For 
there is no Poffibility of forming any middle Con- 
ception between God and Man, the Ideas being but 


Two, and admitting no Medium: Becaufe, Jet 
Be 





Art.6. For SEPTEMBER, 1743. 18! 
Be all thy Paffions with the:Mean endow'd: 
Nothing too great, too lofty, or too proud. 
Ev’n Profit, when redundant, noxious proves : 
Immoderate Pleafures breed immoderate Loves, 


NOTES. 


Men feparate God from the Creature in their 
Thoughts, as far as they can, the higheft Concep- 
tion’ they can form of the Divine’ Nature | 1s, 
that it is fuperior to the Human ; confequently there 
can be no intermediate Gradations between them ; 
fince the Idea of a Medium naturally involves with 
it that of the two bounding Extremes; and every 
Thing that bounds, muft neceffarily be bounded ; 
which difagrees witht Mens general Notions of 
Deity. Whatever Beings then we may endeavour 
to think of; if we would attribute to them Qualities 
more excellent, in kind, than any found in Man; 
we afcribe to them the utmoft we are able to 
give to God himfelf: For if ever we extend our 
Thought beyond Humanity, it muft immediately 
be fwallowed up and loft in Deity ; and every Idea 

fhort of God, muft inevitably be fix’d on Man. 
The Title of Hero or Demi-god: among the 
Heathens carried with it a compound Idea; and 
denoted, not Beings of a middle Nature between 
God and Man, but Perfons, to whom both thefe 
Titles were applicable; who were, in their Opi- 
nion, part Human, part Divine; having all the 
Paffions and Infirmities of Men, and yet poffeffing 
fome other Qualities (as they imagined) fuperior in 
kind to Humanity. According to this Senfe they 
entertained Notions of a Multitude of Gods; the 
Unthinking amongft them never going beyond the 
Sight of their Eyes. And in this Senfe our Age is 
as idolatrous as any of theirs, all worfhipping thar, 
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182: Yhe Worxs of the LEARNED. | Art. 6; 
Riches, if:more ‘than can be fairly born, 
Engender Pride, 1and) puff us up with Scorn. 
Ungovern’d Courage too: is always’ had: ! “88 
Too: hot a Spirit makes. its Owner. mad. 


NQTES. 


which they imagine more excéllent than themfelves, 
and Deifying every ‘Thing they don’t underftaad ; 
and, maugfe all our boafted fuperior Light, the 
Deity is as much diyided in the Notions of the Vul- 
gar as ever :. For when once the Idea of the Unity 
is diffolved, ’tis indifferent, whether it be broken 
into Fhree Parts;:or three Millions, In a word; 
whether.we think on God or Man, whatever be the 
Ovject_of our Thoughts amongft. all. the Vari- 
ety of Wature, no thinking Man can have any 
Light or Satisfaétion, while his Ideas would’ grafp 
at amore than One; for ’tis then, and then only, we 
think’ with Perfpicuity and Pjeafure, when the Eye 
of our Mind fees nothing but Unity. 

, Wer. 88. Ungowern’d Courage.| Uf it be afk’d, 
why. I fhould render Supcs trepy spe, by ungo- 
vervud Courace? Lanfwer, That this conveys the 
Meaning of the Poet is plain, not only from con- 
fiderigg his whole: Drift in the preceding Lines, 
where all his Reprehenfions are levelled at the Ex- 
ces. of Things in themfelves ufeful and pleafant, and 
becoming naxious only when -poff<‘s’d in an immo: 
derate Degree ; but alfo from the Propriety of the 
Lermsihe has chofen, to exprefs his Meaning; as 
will appear, if we examine the Force of the Com- 
pound Verb urip--oue:, which fignifies literally to 
come under, and, at firft Sight, fhould feem to carry 
with it an Idea of Deficiency, and mot of Excefs. 
But this J)ifficulty will foon vanifh, if we remem- 
ber, that every Word has two Acceprations, a Literal 

and 








Art.6. For SEPTEMBER, 1743. 183 
Anger is rightly tetm’d 4 kihd of Luft; 

Bat Wrath’s exceflivé, and is far the worft. 
To emulate what’s Good, défer'ves Applau ; 
But Zeal is Evil in an évil Caufe. 


NOTES. 


and a Metaphorical. The Prepofition urd, ih Latin 
fub, fignifies literally, usder ; but metaphorically, 
privily or under Covert: And according. to this 
latter Senfe the Poet calls a Refentment, chat fteals 
infenfibly on the Mind, and kindles into a Rage, 
before we can cal] in Reafon to our Affiltance, Sues 
vmepx omevG, an interloping Paffion, that rather comes 
unperceived, than admitted and countenanced by the 
Dictates of right Reafon, which fhould, 4s it were, 
keep the Door of our Breafts, and examine all chat 
enters, and is entertained. there. And in this Senfe 
Cafar ufes the Terms, fabdacere in collems which, 
if literally cranflated, to lead under upon a Hill, feems 
a very catachreftical Exprefion, but if taken, as 
defigned by the Author, in a metaphorical Accep- 
tation, carries with it a plain and obvious Senfe, 
and only intimates, that he led his Soldiers /ecrerly 
to take Poffeffion of the Hill. | 
Many Paffages in correct Writers may be thus 
clearly and Analogically accounted for, without 
having Recourfe to pompous founding Names of 
loofe and licentious Tropes and Figures; which 
are too often ufed in downright Defiance to Senfe 
and Reafon, and feem calculated rather to hide (if 
poffible) the Ignorance of the pedantic Commenta- 
tor, than to explain the Manner of Expreffion, or 
difcover the true Meaning of the injured Author. 
Ver. 93. Zeal is Evil | The Original ts vwocoyos 3 
the Signification of which compound Term (as ufed 
here by the Author) may be eafily gathered from 
what has been faid in the precedent Note. 
M 3 Ver. 
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184 The Works of the LEARNED. Art. 6. 

Boldnefs in bad Men always Mifchief breeds ; 

But ’tis a mighty Help to virtuous Deeds. 95 

The Love of Virtue wears a beauteous Face ; 

But Luft, ignoble Paffion! breeds difgrace. 

A wife Man all his Country juftly think 

A Public Bleffing. In thy Meat, and Drink, 

And Talk, be Moderation always had: 100 

The Mean is beft, and all Extremes are bad. 

Repine not at thy Neighbour’s Good, nor 

rail: 

No envious Thoughts th’ zmortal Minds affail. 

The Moon’s not griev’d at thofe more glorious 
Rays, 

That iffue from the Sun’s effulgent Blaze. 106 

Low Earth ne’er envies Heaven’s etherial Dome, 

NorRivers grudge the Sea’s unfathom’d Womb; 

But all breathe Love from one congenial} 
soul : 

For Difcord in the Bleft would fpoil the | 
whole, , 

The Heav’ns would fall, and Pole encounter 
Pole. 110 

Be always temp’rate. Shameful Deeds efchew. 

Chufe not with Mifchief Mifchief to purfue. 

Let Juftice vindicate thy Goods or Life. 

Soft Words are ufeful: Strife engenders Strife, 

Truft not too rathly ; but thyFaith fufpend, 115 

Till thou haft certain Knowledge of the End. 


Ver, 
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Mott often in requiting Favours fhown, 
Chufe rather to outdo, than be outdone. 


NOTES. 


Ver. 117,118. Moft often in requiting Favours 
fhown, 
Chufe rather to outdo, than be out- 
done. 

The Original is Noxcv tu tedovlas irs WAEovEras KASHKES $ 
where the Word xaSyxes, exprefs’d in this Paflage, 
{upplies that Deficiency of Grammatical Conftruction, 
which appears in all thofe Places, where the Verb 
that leads the Sentence is put, not in the Imperative, 
but the Infinitive Mood ; fome fuch Verb as this 
being always underftood. And in thefe Cafes the 
Omiffion is obvious, and eafily perceived: but in 
many other Forms of Speech, the Eliipfs lies fome- 
what deeper, and requires a little more Penetration 
to find it out, and fupply it. It is however always 
worth the Pains beftowed in fearching for it; fince 
the right underftanding its Nature is fo neceflary in 
the Study of Letters, that all our Skill in Language 
does in a great meafure depend on it: For if due 
Regard were paid by Grammarians to this Ellipti- 
cal Manner of Syntax, obfervable in all Writers, 
Language would be found to be, (not that arbitrary 
Thing many reckon it, but) reducible to Rules of 
equal Certainty with thofe of other Sciences. Every 
Cafe of Nouns would appear to have its fixed pecu- 
liar Office, and every kind of Verb to govern its 
proper unalterable Ca/e. And we fhould have no 
need to load the Memory of Learners with that 
Heap of loofe undigefted Rules (as they are called) 
with which our Grammars are fo ftuffed, and which 
are fo far from helping a Learner in acquiring the 
Languages, that, on the contrary, he can never 
arrive at any Depth of Knowledge in that Study, till 

M 4 be 





Me, 
ae eel 





i a! 5 
er a 


nets 


— 


i vit Pi wie 


£ za “ae 


tes Se ee 


AE A 2, TR eS Po int eS allio 29 


wane 


i 
” 
el 
ey 
oH 
| 
| 





186 The Works of the LEARNED. Art.6, 
Better to let a Stranger find, with Hafte, 
A hearty Welcome to 2 mean Repaft; 120 
Than thro’ an ill-tim’d Hindrance make him 

wait 
The formal Dainties of a gaudy Treat. 
Exaét not from a Poor Man (tho’ thy Right) 
A Debt, with Rigour, to the utmoft Mite. 


NOTES. 


he has found out their Infufficiency, and rejected the 
greateft Part of them, as not only ufelefs but hurtful. 
Ver. 119. Bester to let, &c. The Poet here 
lays down. an excellent Rule for Hofpitality, 
telling us, tis much better to welcome our Guefts 
with Sincerity and Freedom, tho’ the Fare be 
fimple and homely ; than to torture them with 
the Formalities of a fplendid ceremonious En- 
tainment; where Politenefs and Complaifance are 
fo exceffively abufed and over-acéted, that a Man of 
Senfe muft debafe himfelf, (for ‘tis a great Debafe- 
ment to a noble Mind) to put on the Mimic, and 
ape the Fopperies of a fhallow-thoughted Company ; 
whofe only Qualifications confift in ftraining the 
Laws of Civility and Good Manners, into a thou- 
fand ridiculous Geftures, and fulfome Expreffions ; 
which are often deceitful and treacherous: bur al- 

ways, 2t beft, impertinent, and idle, 
Ver. 123, 124. Exatt not from a poor Man 

(sh0’ thy Right) 

A Debt, with Rigour, to the 

utmoft Mite. 
This ‘Precept is exceeding ufeful and inftru€tive : and 
may ferve to expofe the great Folly of thofe, who vain- 
ly flatter themfelves, that they walk according to 
the Rules of Equity, and deferve the Title of honeft 
and 
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Who fpoils a Neft,wou’d aét extremely wrong, 
With greedy Hands to take both old and young: 
To leave the Dam has this apparent Good, 127 
Thou hence may’ft haply find a fecond Brood. 


NOTES. 


and good Men; becaufe they never act contrary to 
what the Law enjoins, nor defraud others of their 
legal Property: tho’ at the fame Time they are 
void of all Humanity and Compaffion, and readily 
improve every Advantage, the Letter of the Law 
will allow them, to opprefs and rack their weaker 
Brother ; whofe only Faule perhaps is, that he 1s 
poor and defencelefs. Than this unjuft, tho’ law- 
tul Proceeding, nothing can be more difhoneft and 
wicked; nothing more repugnant to the eternal 
Dictates of Benevolence and Charity, by which 
external Laws fhould fometimes be fuperfeded. 
For fuch is the Weaknefs of Mankind, that the 
wifeft Legiflators cannot invent or inftitute any Law 
extenfive enough to conduce in every refpect to the 
good of the Society. The truly honeft Man fhould 
therefore, in many Cafes, recede from what’ the 
Rigour of the Law would give him; becaufe the 
itricteft and moft legal Profecutor, is very often the 
greateft and worft Offender: According to the 
old Latin Proverb, Fus /ummum fepe Jumma In- 
puria. 

Ver. 125. Who fpoils a Neff, 8&c.] Some would 
have this Paflage to be allegorical, and relate to 
the foregoing Precept forbidding a too rigorous 
Exaction of a Debt. But as it is not fo conneéted 
in the Original, there is no neceffity for fuch an In- 
terpretation ; but it may be very well taken in’ the 
literal Senfe, as an entire Precept of icfelf. Nor 
ist below the Dignity of a Philofopher to teach 


Men 

















188 The Worxs of the LEARNED. Art. 6. 
Set not a Fool in Judgment: Wife Men guide 
Wife Councils; Artifts Points of Art decide. 
A Man unlearn’d no Science can difcern: 131 
They never know,what’s Good,who never learn, 


NOTES. 


Men Benevolence and Compaffion to aj] the inferior 
Creatures, as well as to one another. 

The Great Lawgiver of the Zews has in the 
Scripture laid down this very Command. Jf a Bird’s 
Neft chance to be before thee in the Way, in any Tree, 
or on the Ground, young Ones, or Eggs, and the Dam 
fitting upon the Young, theu fhalt in any wife let the 
Dam go, and take the Young to thee. 

Ver. 129. Set not a Fool in Fudgment.| We 
have here a brief but comprehenfive Inftruétion con- 
cerning the true Nature of a folid and lafting 
Government. To make it juft, its Bafis muft be 
the free Choice of the Society. For the Right of 
all Rulers-confifts in nothing but the Confent of the 
People ; no Man having any juft Authority to 
make Laws for others, without the Approbation of 
the Community, for whom thefe Laws are made. 
And that the Government may be permanent as 
well as legal, ’tis abfolutely necefflary that they who 
prefide, fhould be Men of deep Penetration and 
great Wifdom. Pbhocylides, like a good Politician, 
juftly excludes Fools from the Adminiftration of 
any Public Office. None but Wifemen fhould 
be chofen Magiftrates; For they only are capable of 
judging right in any important and difficult Affair : 
Wifdom being indifpenfably neceffary to enable a 
Governor to execute his Office, for the Good of the 
Society in Matters of common Life: And Skill in 
any particular Art or Calling, as requifite to qualify 


a Man for a Judge in any Controverfies peculiar, to 
: that 
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No Friendthip make with Parafites, their Ends 
Are fordid: Many now are Trencher-Friends, 
Time-ferving Slaves, who eat at others Charge, 
Difpleas’d at {mall Gifts, not content. with 
large. | - 136 
Place no Dependence on the vulgar Herd ; 
Th’ unftable Vulgar, in a Moment’s ftirr’d. 
The Multitude, a Torrent, and a Flame, 
Are three wild Monfters very hard to tame. 140 
Thy Strength confume not with exceflive-Heat, 
Fixing too near the facred Fire thy Seat, 


NOTES. 


that Art. So that all Authorities built on other 
Foundations are rather to be deemed Tyrannies 
than Governments. The bad Confequents of which 
are glaring enough, where Block-heads are promo- 
ted to Places of Command, and Fools upheld to 
Lord it over their Betters. 


Ver. 141. Thy Strength confume not with excefive 
Heat.) It was cuftomary among the Antients, when 
they attended Divine Service, to place themfelves 
near the Fire, which confumed their Sacrifices, that 
they might the better perform every Ceremony pra- 
per to the Occafion. Some, who were over devout, 
would even wafte their Srength by their clofe Situ- 
ation, and long Continuance at the Fires ; thinking, 
it would be more pleafing to the Gods, if they paid 
the ftri€teft Attention, and omitted not the minuteft 
Circumftantial of Worfhip, even tho’ it were to 
the impairing their Health and Vigour. This fu- 
perititious Practice the Poet here reprehends as hurt- 
ful to the Devotees, and not required by the Gods. 
Ver, 








































190 ©The Works of the LEARNED. Art. 6, 
The Gods for too great Offerings never call; 
Obferve the Mean; The Médn is beft ih all, 
Interr the Dead, and néver dare dilclofe igs 
Their Caverns, or their facred Duft éxpofe ; 
The Wrath of Heav’n attends fuch Crimes as 
thofe! 

Tis a foul Deed, defrving higheft Blame, 
To manglé-or diffolve a human Frame. 
We hope, the Reliques of departed Men | igo 
Shall rife to Light; anid never die again, 


NOTES. 
Ver. 150, 151. Webope, the Reliques of departed 
Men 


Shall rife to Light,-—-—-— 
This Paffage fufficiently evinces the Falfhood or 
Ignorance of thofe, who would perfuade us, that the 
Notion of the Refurrection of the Body was never 
entertained by any before Chriftianity. The Poet 
fays plainly, they expected the Religues of the de- 
parted to come fhortly out of the Earth to Light. 
Kai raya od ix yaing tAniZousy & DaGp erberv Anbar’ 
GTO OLLEVEN» And he immediately fubjoins, "Orisa 
dt Sot reAMovre1, They are afterwards to be Gods. 
By which he means, they fhall be more glorious, 
than when in the common State of Humanity. See 
Note on Verfe 75. But what that Glory is to’ be, 
or how thefe Reliques, (or to ufe the modern Phrafe) 
thefe Particles of Matter, after having iffued fo 
often from the common Majs, and paffed into fo 
many Millions of Forms, are again to be diftri- 
buted to cach Individual, and be fufficient to con- 
ftitute all chat have exifted, he does not pretend 
to explain. .By which his Silence he has fhewn 
himfelf 











Art'&. For SEP. TEMBER, 1743. 191 
But be immortal Gods: The human Soul 
In Death continues uncorrupt and whole: 
The Spirit of Man is God’s own Image, fent 154 
From Heav’n, and for a Time to Mortals lent. 


NOTRE &. 


himfelf a little wifer than fome of later Years; who 
after they have long canvais’d the Matter, bya Mul- 
titude of : unintelligible Terms, fenfelefs or contra- 
dictory Expreffions,'and Words’ without any Ideas, 
have at laft. been forced to drop the Argument ; 
and, taking Santuary ‘in Religion, call itan Article 
of Faith, above the Comprehenfion of human Rea- 
fon, ‘bat yet to be credited by the human Mind: 
That is; a Thing, Men ate bound to believe, altho” 
(as explained by ‘thets)}’they can form no Idea ‘of 
i: And the Object of their Faith, muft be a Non- 
entity. Asan Article*of* Faith I thall therefore 
leave it, with this Remark, That if it be a fun- 
damental Article of the Chriftian Religion, Phocy- 
lides muft- be fo farallowed to be a Chriftian ; who 
has exptefsid iv as ‘clearly, and demonSrated it as 

fully, as any of the Modern. chriftian Writers. 
Ver. 152, 153. ——-———- ——_ The human Soul 
| Ln Death continues uncorrupt 

and whole. 

Phocylides was too much of a Philofopher to ima- 
gine, that the Soul of Man, once exifting, could ever 
ceafe to be; the very Term of Annihilation being 
idle, and unintelligible. . Having therefore, in the 
preceding Verfe, afferted the Refurreftion of the 
Body, he here affirms the Soul to be immortal, it 
being, as he fays, the Image of God himfelf, and 
therefore muft always Be: But as to the State 
and Manner of its Exiftence he fays very little ; 
leaving 
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Our Bodies are of Earth: And there‘ore muft 

Diffolve in Earth; and moulder into Duft,' 
NOQTES. 

leaving it as unexplained;- as) he_had before that of 

the Body. 

‘And-even in that little he:has: uttered, there ap- 
pears, moreef the Prieft-than the Philofopher, 
all; hisExpreffions being calculated, not fo much for 
giviog Light. and Peripicuity to his Doctrine, as 
to add Weight and Authority to his Precepts ;-and 
ferving rather as Motivesito:ineline the Will, : than 
Argaments to convince the Underftanding, This 
is contiftent enough with his Character asa Moralift ; 
whofe Bufinefs. it is to lay down! and. enforce prac- 
tical Rules; and. not, to dwell on phyfical 'Enqui- 
ries,any longer than is conducive to his main Defign. 

Our Author fometimes calls the Soul ¥ux7 Life, 
fometimes Mvejua Spirit.) Sometimes he fays, ’tis 
the Xoxcus, or Loan. of God,,at other times ’tis his 
"Evxav, Or Image. Sometimes he will have it. te- 
ceived into the Air after Death.; at other times, ’tis 
to go to “Adys, or Hell, the inwifible! Receptacle of 
all the departed. Both which laft Opinions are 
peculiarly adapted to enforce the Obfervation of the 
particular Precepts he delivers. The former he 
introduces, when he would perfuade Men to bury the 
Dead, and not permit their Carcafes to be torn or 
mangled, or their Afhes to be uncovered and ex- 
poled to the common View. . He endeavours to de- 
cer them from this inhuman Praétice, by telling 
them, not only, that ’tis offenfive toHeaven, but alfo, 
that the Souls of the Departed are taken up, and 
received into the Air, thereby infinuating, that they 
ftill hover round, and overlook the Perpetrators of 


fuch Cruelties. The latter he ufes as a Motive to 
diffuade 
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But Souls releas’d to priftine Seats repair, 
Born on the Pinions of the floating Air. 


NOTES. 


diffuade us from Avarice, and exceffive Parfimony ; 
declaring, that ’tis to little Purpofe, to be fo anxi- 
ous after Riches, fince in a fhort Time the Soul, or 
Life, is to go to the eternal Habitations in the gloomy 
Regions of the Dead; where Wealth and. Pomp 
are no longer available ; and Beggars are placed on 
a level with Princes. "o 
All the formentioned Terms and Expreffions are 
full as clear and inftructive, as thofe ufed by the 
Generality of our Modern Writers on the Soul. 
Who when they treat of its Effence call it a fpiri- 
tual or immaterial Subftance ; and with regard to 
its Nature, fay, it was at firft pure, and innocent, but 
has (by what Means ’tis hard to fay) been corrupt 
and wicked ever fince. When they fpeak of its 
Exiftence, they tell us, that tho’ it muft never have an 
End, yet it had a Beginning about fix thoufand 
Years ago. And as to its State hereafter, ’tis either 
to mount up to Heaven above the Stars, or elfe to 
fink down to Hell below the Earth: The Difference 
between which two muft be own’d to bea very 
great Myftery indeed ; it being extremely difficult, 
for Men inhabiting a Globular Earth, to conceive 
the Diftin&tion between upwards and downwards. 
In fhort, from an entire Ignorance of feveral Paf- 
fages in the Scriptures, and the grofs Acceptation 
of the Terms Heaven and Heli uied therein, they 
have introduced a monftrous Syftem of unintelligible 
Philofophy : And having placed the Earth in the mid- 
dle, have furrounded it with a large Concave; all 
Parts of which contain innumerable alternative 
Eleights and Depths, Afcents and Defcents, Hea- 
vens 
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Be not too {paring : know, thou’rt mortal made ; 
Nor can thy Wealth be to the Grave convey’d, 
Death levels all: Souls wait on God’s Command. 
Th’ eternal Manfions and the Stygian Land 
To all are common. Thither all repair, 
Beggars and Princes meet promifcuous there. 16 5 
Our Space of Life is narrow: Short our Stay. 
The deathlefs Soul’s exempt from all Decay. 
By adverfe Fortune be not quite fubdu’d, 
Nor too much lifted up with Joy, at Good: 169 


We're oft deceiv’d by Things that fureft feem. 
Obey the Times ; nor ftrive againit the Stream: 






NOTE &. 


vens and Hells; all, according to the Rotation 
of the Earth, perpetually changing their Situations: 
So that when the Inhabitants ot any one Part of the 
Globe have Heaven over their Heads, their Anti- 
podes mutt look for it under their Feet ; and when 
Fell is fituated beneath the One, the Other may 
properly be faid to afcend up to it. Upon the whole, 
I think we muft own that, notwithftanding the great 
‘Truths contained in the facred Writings, fo little 
are they underftood, that our boafting of Light 
and Knowledge fuperior to the Pagans is with too 
little Ground; the d/ind Heathens having at leaft as 
bright, (if not much brighter) Difcoveries of Truth, 
as the Generality of Chriftians in thefe latter 
Days of divine Revelation. 

Ver. 171. Obey the Times.| Serving the Times 
is here recommended as laudable and ufeful 3 which 
in Verfe 135. is afcribed to Villains and Parafites, 
as mean and unworthy a Man of Probity and Ho- 
nour. But there is no inconfiftence in thefe two: 
Places : 
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One Moment, Men fome fudden III endure; 

And find the next fome unexpected Cure. 

Shun mad vain-glorious Boafts: and be thy 

Tongue 

With Modefty, that ufeful Beauty, hung. 175 

No Sword has half that penetrating Force 

That lies in Reafon, and in wife Difcourfe. 

To ev’ry Kind of Creature God has giv’n 

Defenfive Arms, and Pow’r deriv’d from Heav’n, 

Birds he created {wift, and Lions Strong, 180 

Bulls with their Horns defend themfelves from 
Wrong. 

The Bees are arm’d with Stings: But Man’s 
Defence 

Is plac’d in Reafon : Reafon is the Prince 

Of all Endowments, ’tis a glorious Beam 

Of God’s own Light, a Ray deriv’d from him, 

A wife Man’s Head excells a ftrong Man’s 
Hands; 186 

Wifdom difpofes Fields, and orders Lands ; 

From wild tumultuous Rage fhe guards a Realm; 

And Ships are fafe, when Wifdom guides the 

Helm. 


NOTES. 


Places: Both are worthy of Regard; and Difcre- 
tion muft be our Guide, with refpect to different Cir+ 
cumftances. See Note on Verfe 67. 


N Ver. 
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Save not the Wicked from their juft Defert ; 190 
Shun their Contagion ; from their Steps depart : 
For they who live with Knaves, great Hazards 

run, 
Of being with them in their Crimes undone. 
Conceal no Thefts: For both are equal Thieves, 
Who fteals the Goods, and who,when ftol’n, re- 
ceives. gs. 

Let every Man be of his own pofleft, 

For Equity and Right in all is beft. 

Prudently fpare, left pinching Want intrude, 

Rob not the lab’ring Cattle of their Food: 
Man feelstheirEvil,and partakes theirGood. 200 


NOTES. 


Ver. 199, 200. Rob mot the lab’ring Cattle of 
their Food : 

Man feels their Evil, and par- 

takes their Good, 
This is the moft obfcure Paffage in the whole Poem: 
and has given the greateft Perplexity to the Com- 
mentators to fearch its true Senfe, and find our the 
Meaning of the Author, The Original is, Mx xrives 
Suntoio Coon KXTH [aeT pov tAnas. Lo interpret which, 
fome have made xr; (tho’ a Neuter Noun of the 
fifth Declenfion) the Accufative Plural of the third 
Declenfion and Mafculine Gender ; fubjoining Every 
with it by Appofition: And have thought xata 
to be uled here inftead of asc, g.d. White for 
Black, and ianas for xe027a1: Out of all which they 
make up this Senfe, Treat not labouring Beaftss 
which provide Food for Man, unjujily, or without 
Moderation. But certainly ’tis very improbable 
that 











Art.6. For SEPTEMBER, 1743. 197 


NOTES. 


tgs dur Author fhould defignedly pervert the com- 
mon Signification of Words ; and put xara mérpov 
inftead of wae pireov, when he was not compell’d 
to it by any Noceflicy of Metre; fince this is fucih 
a bold Jicentious Abufe of Speech, as no Rhetori- 
cal Figure, of any hard Name or founding Title what- 
ever, could juftify, or fo much asexcule. We fhould 
hardly expect this even in comic Poets, whofe Subjects 
are more florid and trifling; much lefs in a moral 
Writer ; and leaft of allin Phocylides: Whole Stile 
is as fimple and plain throughout the reft of the 
Poem, as the Nature of the Subject required ; and 
who, having convey’d his ocher [nftructions in perf{pi- 
cuous, eafy Expreffions,would hardly have delivered 
this Precept in fuch obfcure catachreftical Terms, 
for no other Reafon, than to make his Meaning un- 
intelligible. 

Another way of explicating this Paffage approv’d 
of by fome Commentators is, to Join xr%x5 and Gopi 
by Appofition, (as in the precedent) and to interpret 
tanas by fumpferis, taking xara in its proper Accep- 
tation : And then the Senfe will be ; Take not labour- 
ing Cattle, even in Moderation, for the Food of Man: 
As if the Poet meant to forbid our eating fuch 
Creatures as we employed in plowing the Ground, 
thrafhing the Corn, &¢¢. — But tho’ che Exprefii- 
Ons are not quite fo {trained and perverted by this 
Method, as the former; yet that this is not the 
right Expafition of the Precept will appear, if we 
carefully confider the true Senfe of the Word Zana, 
as ufed by the Poet himlelf. For the beft and fureft 
Way of interpreting an Author, is by comparing 
him with himfelf; and efpecially an Author of Greeee, 
which flourifhed fo many Centuries, and contained 
fuch a Number of Provinces, and fome of thefe of fuch 

N 2 large 
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NOTES. 


large Extent, and fo far diftant from the others, “that 
different Authors affixed different Senfes to the fame 
Greek Words, according to the feveral Ages, and 
Countries of Greece, they lived in. “EAnas comes 
from the old Verb faw; feveral Moods and Tenfes 
of which being out of ufe, thofe that remained were 
adopted by dieu, capio, (to fupply fuch Fenfes as 
were obfolete or deficient in this Verb, as is often 
the Cafe in other Languages) which fignifies to take ; 
not in a Senfe, when that we ¢ake from, confents 
to, or permits the ¢aking, which is the Significa- 
tion of Aaubdw, but to take with fome Violence, 
or at Jeaft when that we take from is infenfible of 
the taking. Thefe differ in the fame Degree, asthe 
Latin Verbs, Sumo, and Capio: The former of which 
denotes a taking purfuant to fome Contract, or by 
fome Right or Claim, real, or pretended, for it an- 
tiently fignified to purchafe or buy, and in this Senfe 
we find it ufed fometimes even by Tully himfelf 5 the 
latter implies a taking exclufive of any Property or 
Title, and conveys a Kind of intermediate Idea be- 
tween Sumo and Rapio. In this Senfe the Verb dieu 
is ufed in another Place in the Poem, where the 
Poet forbids the ftealing of Seed, telling us, that he 
is curft, that fhall sake it. So that, Coorv tanas, cane 
not (according to our Author’s own Phrafeology) be 
fairly interpreted, Cibum fumpferis. 

The Verfe then, rightly pointed, in the Original 
fhould, in my Opinion, ftand thus: Mz xraves, Sunrois 
C.piv xara uirgov, tAnas Lhe Grammatical Order of 
Conftruction is this. M7 tAnas BOPH'N xtvivesy xare 
pitpov Coon Suntoio. Take not away the Food of a la- 
bouring Beaft, which is in Proportion the Food of a 
Mortal. By this Interpretation, KTHVES will be the 
Genitive Cafe of the neuter Gender, as it is always 

el{e- 
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Should’ft thou thine Adverfary’s Beaft efpy 
Fall’n in the Road, pafs not unheeding by ; 
But help it. Should thy Fellow-mortal be, 
Or wandring on the Land, or toft by Sea; 
Thy willing Aid on fuch a Man beftow: 205 
And toa Friend convert a former Foe. 

By Amputation ftop a growing IIl ; 
And ev’ry Wound, while recent, timely heal. 
Abftain from Flefh, that falls to Beafts a Prey, 


Deteft and throw fuch noxious Food away, 210 
To Dogs: Let rav’nous Dogs devour {uch Feafts, 


As fuit their Nature: Beafts are Meat for Beafts. 


NOTES. 


elfewhere ufed ; the Senfe will be plain and obvi- 
ous ; the Conftruction no Ways forced or figurative ; 
(which is always to be avoided, as much as poffible, 
by Writers of Moral Precepts, in whofe Works 
Obfcurity is inexcufable) and the Author’s Meaning 
clearly underftood : which was to prohibit the fteal- 
ing of Corn, Hay, or any other Food of work- 
ing Cattle; becaufe, by robbing them, we robb’d 
Mankind, their Food being as neceffary to fuppore 
them in their Labour, as their Labour is condu- 
cive to our Maintenance 3 confequently the Depriva- 
tion of the one, mult be, KATO [ET POV, in Propor- 
tion the Diminution of the other.— fudicent Eruditi. 
Ver. 201, 202, 203. Should’? thou thine Adver[a- 
ry’s Beaft e/py 
Fail’n in the Road , pafs net 
unbeeding by ; 

But belp it. ————---——— 

The like noble and generous Precepts are enjoined 
by Mofes, Exod. xxiil, 4, 5. 

N 


3 Ver. 
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Abftain from pois’nous Drugs, and magic 
Charms. 
Handle not Infants roughly by their Arms, 
Be no Fomenter of feditious Jars; 216 
The pregnant Caufes of approaching Wars. 
No Benefits on wicked Men beftow ; 
As well thou mayft with Seed the Ocean fow. 
Labour, and let thine Hands procure Relief 
Of all thy Wants: an idle Man’s a Thief. 220 
Feed noton Refufe-Scraps of others Boards, 
But, what thine honeft Induftry affords, 
Tn Credit eat. And let the toilfome Spade 
Maintain the Man, that knows, nor Art, nor 
Trade. 


NOTE S&S. 


Ver. 214. Handle not Infants roughly by their Arms. ] 
Some take this as a figurative Sentence: and think, 
the Defign of the Author, in bidding us not handle 
Infants roughly was to inculcate in us a Tendernefs and 
Compaffion for the Weak and Defencelefs; admonith- 
ingus not to treat our weakerBrethren too harfhly and 
rigidly, nor Jay greater Loads on them than they 
are able to bear but rather indulge them, and yield 
to their Infirmities in fome Cafes; and, as the Scrip- 
ture exprefies it, dear one anothers Burdens. — But 
tho’ this Senfe may fairly enough be drawn from 
the Expreffions; yet as our Author delights not 
much in Metaphor, but conveys his Inftruétions 
in proper obvious Terms, fuitable to the Simplicity 
of his Times, and the Plainnefs of his Subject, there 
is no Neceffity for this figurative Acceptation; - 

the 
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There are (which all Excufe for Sloth deftroyg) 
In Life a thoufand various good Employs, 226 
See the wide Ocean court the. Sailor’s Mind! 
See fpacious Fields invite the lab’ring Hind! . 
Some Pains in all our Tasks muft.be beftow’d ; 
And everyMan muft work-- and ev’ry God. 240 
From ufeful Labour, well employ’d, proceeds 
A large Encreafe of great and virtuous Deeds. 
The Ants their fubterranean Cells forfake, 233 
Studious of Food, and wide Excurfions make, 
When Fields difrob’d give up their ripen’dStores, 
And fill with plenteous Crops the loaded Floors; 
While each his new-found Corny Load fuftains; 
And as he {hares the Profit, fhares the Pains : 
So thick they {warm, fuch endlefs Rounds they 
tread, 
They all are Leaders, and they all are led. 240 
Thus wifely provident for future Needs, 
What from theSummer’s richEncreafe proceeds, 


NOTES. 


the Precept may rather be underftood inj the fi- 
teral Senfe ; and caution us not to burt Children, by 
{fnatching them violently by the Hands, either out 
of Negligence, or (which is moft common) when 
we are fuddenly angry with them for fome Offence, 
and our Paffion hurries us beyond the Bounds of 
Difcretion, 

Ver. 230. —— And ev'ry God.} What the Poet 
means here by the Gods, or the Blejt, Miinxo:;, fee 
the Note on Verfe 75. 


N 4 Ver 
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For Winter treas'ring up, the Fields they trace: 
A {mall, a weak, but a laborious Race! 
Thus too th’ induftrious Bee aérial flies, 245 
And by her prudent Toil her Wants fupplies, 
Far in the Caverns of the Reeds, or Rocks, 
Or in the hollow Trunks of aftient Oaks, 
Her Hive prepar’d, her waxen Houfe the builds, 
Stor’d with the rifled Sweets of flow’ry Fields. 
Remain not fingle; left obfcure thou die, 251 
And buried in Oblivion namelefs lie. 
Render to Nature, what for thee was done, 
And bea Father as thou waft aSon. 254 
To proftitute thy Wife will prove a Shame, - 
A Stain to thine, and to thy Childrens N anes 
Baftards and true-born Sons are not the fame. 


NOTES. 


Wer.255. To profiitute thy Wif 7 This vile. un- 
manly Spirit dwelt, we find, in fome Hufbands 
amongft the antient Greeks; otherwife Phocylides 
would not have condemn’d it as mean and fhame- 
ful. The mention of this, and the following flagi- 
tious Practices, may ferve to confute the falfe No- 
tions of thofe, who think, Mankind are worfe now- 
a-days than in former Ages: as if there was any 
thing in Man now, that did not always exift, fome- 
where, Tho’ it muft be confefs’d, particular Na- 
tions have theit Changes and Declenfions, now flou- 
rifhing, and now degenerating; and Virtues and 
Vices take their continual Round, and vific different 
People, in different Degrees, and in various Ages. See 
this fervile odious Practice defcribed by the Romax 


Lyri¢ 
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Touch not the fecond of thy Father’s Beds, 
ThyStep-damie: In thy Mother’s Steps the treads. 
Refpe& her as'a Mother. And abhor 260 
To make thy Sifter (curfed Fact!) thine Whore. 
Nor with thy Father’s Concubines pollute 
Thy Body. Let not Women caufe the Fruit 
Within their Wombs abortive to decay, 
Or pitilefs their new-born Infants lay, 265 
Expos’d to Birds and Beafts a helplefs Prey.. 
Strike not thy pregnant Wife, nor dare deftroy 
A future Father, in an injur’d Boy.., 
The loath’d, unmanly, horrid ac deteft, 
To mix in curft Conjunction with a Beatt! 270 
Difdain thy Confort’s Honour to debafe 
By thameful Actions, in a foul Embrace. 
Beyond what’s natural, let not Luft prevail: 
The Brutes themfelves ne’er couple Male with 
Male. 
Nor let unnat’ral Deeds the Women ftain; 27 5 
To lewdly imitate the a¢ts of Men. 


NOTES. 


Lyric Poet, who, complaining of the Degeneracy 
of his once great and glorious Country, amongit 
other Acts of Luxury and Lewdnefs, fays of this: 


Sed juffa coram non fine con/cio 
Surgit MARiTO; feu vocat inftitor, 
Seu navis Hifpane Magifter, 
Dedecorum Pretiosus Empror, 


Hor. Lib. 3, Od. 6, 
Ver. 
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Let not blind Love thy nobler Pow’rs controul, 
Dethrone thy Reafon, and poflefs thee whole, 
For Love’s no God, but what in all we find, 
An obfcure Pafhon.of the human Mind. 280 
Thy Brother’sWife defile not ; love thine own: 
Can there on Earth diviner Blifs be known, 
Than that which crowns, thro’ ev’ry Stage of 
| Life, 

Th’ indulgentHufband, and th’ endearing Wife? 
Let none prefume a Virgin to deflow’r, 285 
By Force refiftlefs, or thro’ lawlefs Pow’r. 
Marry not One, that’s wicked, or a Fool ; 

Nor for a Portion, be a Woman’s Tool. 


"NOTES. 


Ver. 287. Marry not One, that’s wicked, or a 
Fool.| Phocylides in this, and the fucceeding Verfes, 
very prettily expofes the exceffive Folly of Man- 
kind with regard to Marriage. Which tho’ all 
allow to be one of the moft important Affairs of 
human Life, yet the generality of both Sexes ruth 
into it as cCarelefly, as if their Intereft were but 
lightly concerned in it, and their Happinefs or Mifery 
did not at all depend on their Choice ; or as if a Fail- 
ure here were very eafily remedied, and the Yoke no 
fooner difliked but rejected, He very juftly imputes 
this unaccountable Madnefs to the Love of Money. 
Since ’tis common enough to fee Parents gladly felling 
their Children-into the worft of Slaveries, fo the Price 
be but large ; and both Men and Women voluntarily 
bartering their Freedom for Gold; as if there was 
no Mifery in the World, but a moderate Fortune, or 
all were happy that were immenfely rich, But as e 

onfe- 
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{In purchafing a Horfe what Care we uf 
To fearch hisSoundnefs! Bulls by Strength we 
chufe, 290 
And in our choice of Dogs, we always mind, 
To get the beft and moft couragious Kind; 
And yet (confummate Madnefs!) in a Wife, 
How foon we take a wealthy Plague for Life! 
A Woman too brings ruin on herfelf 295 
Chufing a Hufband meerly for his Pelf. 
Marry one Wife, and then from Wives abftain; 
To take another’s adding Pain to Pain, 
Be to thy Children not morofe, but mild; 
Let Mothers punith each offending Child ; 300 
Or th’ Elders of the Family ; or they, 
Who in the City bear the public Sway. 


NOTES. 


Confequences of this Miftake moft married People 
at laft regret ; tho’ fo epidemical is the Curfe, —_ 
efcape ; it being impoffible to convince Men of their 
Frror till their Mifery becomes fix’d and unalterable, 

Ver. 297. Marry one Wife, and then from Wives 
abftain| It is not Bigamy, or the marrying another 
Wife after the Deceafe of a former, that is here 
forbidden ; but Polygamy or the having more Wives 
than one ata Time: which, it feems, our Author 
was no great Friend to, as he calls it adding one 
Evil to another. 

Ver. 301, 302, ————-— 





-—— Or they, 


Who in the City bear the public Sway. 
The Defign:of the Poet in this Place is to inftrué 
us, how to fhun the evil Confequences of Anger in 
Fathers towards their Off-fpring ; who, when over- 


heated 
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Let noneof thy Male Children ever wear 
Neat braided Curls of long depending Hair : 


NOTES. 


heated with Rage, too often in the Violence of their 
Paffion chaftife their offending Children without 
Moderation, and in the midft of Wrath forget Mer- 
cy. To obviate this Evil, Pbocylides, having in the 
wecedent Verfes advifed them to commit the Pu- 
nifhment of their Children to their Mothers, whofe 
more tender Natures would not permit them to be 
foo harfh or cruel; or elfe to any of the elder Re- 
Jations or Domefticks, who were difinterefted in the 
Cafe, and therefore not likely to be hurried away 
with the Vehemence of Paffion like the offended 
Father ; he here propofes another Remedy, and 
bids them deliver their Children to the public Ma- 
giftrates, to be punifhed as Delinquents. And 
this, tho” it feems a little odd in our Times, was a 
Practice ufual in many flourifhing States and King- 
doms ; and efteem’d by them very falutary, and 
conducive both to public and private Good. For 
they thought, Parents were but partial Judges of 
their Children’s either Virtues or Vices, and there- 
fore not likely to be the beft Inftructors of their 
Youth, or to chufe them the worthieft and propereft 
Tutors. And as in every Community the Educa- 
tion of Youth is very conducive tothe Good or Evil 
of the Public, they judged it highly worthy the 
Regard of the Legiflature, to appoint fit and able 
Perfons for that Purpofe,; who might train up the 
Youth in the Paths of found Morality, and inftill 
into them early Notions of Virtue and Honour, that 
fo they might be of Service to their Country after- 
wards, according to their feveral Capacities and [ncli- 
nations, ?Tis to this kind of Polity among the Per/- 


ans, 
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Long Hair degrades the Man by whom ’tis 


worn, 305 
But flowing Trefles female Necks adorn. 

If thou haft handfom Sons, let Care be had, 
To guard their Perfons: Men with Luft are mad. 
Thy beauteous Daughters alfo keep at Home: 
Abroad, unmarried, let them feldom come, 310 
For Parents find it now extremely hard, 
From luftful Snares their Childrens Youth to 

guard. 

Love all thyKindred with unfeign’d Refpea, 
Revere the Head with hoary Honours deckt : 
Rife to a Senior, and refign thy Seat, 315 
And fhew him all Regard, and Homage meet: 
Elders, of equal Birth and Age, fhould be 
Honour’d with Fathers, in the fame Degree, 


NOTE S§. 


ans, Xenophon atcribes the Excellence of all thofe ami- 
able Qualities and Heroic Virtues, that fhin’d in Cyrus 
their Prince, who was brought up, like the other Per- 
fian Youths, not under the Tuition of his Parents, 


but under the Care and Government of Matters and. 


Tutors provided by the Public for that Purpofe. 
See the Manner of their Education fully defcribed by 
that Author in the firft Book of his Cyropedia. 

Ver. 305. Long Hair degrades the Man by whom 
"tis worn.| The wearing and nourifhing long Hair, 
tho’ beautiful and glorious in the Female Sex, is 
here forbidden in Males as effeminate and highly 
derogatory to the Dignity of the Sex, arguing a 

womanith 
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For thy Domefticks keep no fcanty Board ; 
His undiminifh’d Hire to each afford; 320 
That chearful he may practife thy Command: 
And fcorn to fix a ftigmatizing Brand 

On Servants: Or with bitter railing Words 
Accufe them {pitefully before their Lords. 
Never, thro’ fenfelefs Pride, reject th’Advice 325 
A Servant gives thee, if the Servant’s wife, 

If once the Soul be fair, and chafte within, 
The Body will be confequently clean, 


NOTES, 


womanifh Softnefs of Mind, and therefore condem« 
ned as fhameful and unmanly, by the Generalicy of 
Mankind, or, as the Scripture terms it, by the Voice 
of Nature itfelf. 1 Cor. li. 14, 15. 
Ver.327, 328. Hf once the Soul be fair, and chafte 
within, 
The Body will be confequently clean. 
The Poet concludes all his moral Inftruétions with 
thisone juft Remark. “ That the Purity and Sound- 
“* nefs of the Mind are the only KaSapuci Cleanfings 
“© or Purgations of the Body.” By which he would 
intimate to us, that as all wholefomeAdmonitions and 
ufeful Precepts are thrown away, and loft, on Per- 
fons of loofe and abandoned Dilpofitions ; fo, on the 
other hand, if once the Minds of Men are re- 
form’d and purified by the rational Principles of 
found Morality, the Sanity and good Order of 
their Bodies will naturally fucceed, there being but 
few, amongft all chat great Variety of Diforders and 
Evils which are incident totheHumane Body, but 
what very often owe their Origin to the irregular De- 
fires and baneful Dictates of a corrupt and wicked 
Heart, Ver. 
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The Myft’ries thefe of facred Jufticeare, 329 
Be thefe, O Mortals, your peculiar Care. 


NOTES. 


Ver. 329. The MyPries thefe of facred Fuftice 
are.| Pboczlides, the better to exhort his Readers 
to the Practice of the Rules he had laid dowa, calls 
his moral Precepts Musnes dixasoouns My/ ries of 
Righteoufne/s, which probably, was what induced 
Suidas to believe he took them out of the mystical 
Writings of the Sidy/s. Others have imagined, he 
calledthem My/fleries, becaufe, as Greece in his Time 
was uncultivated, Writings of this Nature were 
then very rare, and therefore might be efteemed ex- 
traordinary or M)Sterious. But certainly this could 
not be the Author's Meaning in terming his Inftruc- 
tions Mysteries; they being all obvious, and eafly 
to be affented to by every thinking Perfon, and of 
fuch a Kind, that no State or Community of Men 
could fubfift without them, fince Morality is the 
very Foundation and Cement of all Society. I am 
therefore more inclinable to think, he gave them 
this Name, in Allufion to the feveral Myitical Rites, 
and obfcure Forms of Worfhip, introduced and pra- 
étifed by the Priefts in their Sacrifices, and other 
Aéts of Divine Service, that he might thereby give 
the firmer Sanction to his Doétrine, and add more 
Authority to his Inftruétions, As if he had faid, 
«¢ You maintain a great Multitude of Priefts, ob- 
«« fervea Variety of religious Ceremonies, and adore 
<< a Number of Gods. The feveral Votaries of all 
«« which are very tenacious of their own Opinions, 
«¢ clofely attached to their particular Parties, and 
‘ f{crupuloufly exact in performing the minuteft 
«¢ Circumftantials of Worfhip; each in hope of 
‘¢ gaining the Favour of that Deity he ferves. Buc 

as many of the Ceremonies and A/ySferies are un- 

intelligible, 


«¢ 
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ThenLife fhall {mile thro’ ev’ry chearf ul Stage 
Happy in Youth, in Manhood, and in Age. 


c 


al 


wv 


- 


Sa 


- 


n 
-_ #* 


‘ 


- 


. 


a) 


wo 


vo 


* 





NOTES. 


intelligible, moft of them childifh and ridiculous, 
and all of them, at beft, but of little or no Con- 
fequence ; if you would learn fomething that fhall 
be ufeful, on a level with your own Underftand- 
ings, give ftrict Attention to what | have deli- 
vered. Thefe are the true MySteries of Righte- 
oufne/s, the genuine Dictates of right Reafon ; 
the Obfervation of which will furely produce the 
beft and moft defireable Ends even in this Life, 
You will infallibly experience their good Effects, 
in your feveral Stations and Conditions ; and find 
them attended with Health, Quiet, and every 
other Bleffing, that can any Ways conduce to the 
making your Lives, firft regular and moral, after- 
wards peaceful and happy.”’ 
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ARTICLE VIL 


NDREW MILLAR, Bookfeller, at Bucha- 
£\ nan’s Head in the Strand, has lately publith’d 
a compleat and beautiful Edition of che Worksof the 
honourable Robert Bogle Efg; in fiveVolumes, Folio 5 
to which the Life of the illuftrious Author is pre- 
fixed, compiled by the Rev‘. Tomas Birch, M. As 
and F, R.S. The Undertakmg was great, and 
ought to be encouraged. The learned World is in- 
deed indebted to Mr. Millar, who, at a great Ex- 
pence and Hazard, has within thefe few Years en- 
riched it, befides this Performance, with fine and 
accurate Impreffions of the Writings of ‘Harrington, 
Milton, and Bacon, all eminent in the Republic of 
Letters, 

Mr. Birch tells us, ‘* The general Reafons for 
* colleéting into one Body the Works of Mr. 
“ Boyle are as obvious, as the Excellency of the 
“© feveral Parts of them is univerfally acknowledged. 
“¢ Ie may fuffice therefore, as he adds, to acquaint 
«¢ the Reader, that as a compleat Set of his Pieces, 
“© feparately publifhed, is not perhaps to be found. 
‘* any where, except in Sir Hans Sloane’s Library, 
‘¢ and as the whole contains a very large Colleétion 
‘© of philofophical Effays on a great Variety of Sub- 
«< jeéts, full of curious Experiments and Obfervati- 
*< ons, with feveral valuable Difcourfes upon the moft 
«« important Subjects of Religion: fach a Collection 
‘shad been long defired, both as a public Benefit, and 
“< as a Juftice due tothe Memory of thac great Re- 
‘< ftorer of the mechanical Philofophy.” 

The Execution of this noble Defign is in the follow- 
ing Manner, 

{, The feveral Tracts formerly printed are taken 
from the moft improved Editions with the utmoft 
Correctnefs, and difpofed in the Order of Time, in 

OQ which 
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which they were firft publifhed. This Difpofition 
of them was determined upon, as wellfrom the Rea- 
fon of the Thing, and with a View of fhewing the 
Rife, Progrefs, and Dependencies of the Author’s 
Diftoveries, as in Conformity to his own Judg- 
ment; who,’upon Occafion of a Latin Edition of 
yis'Works at Geneva 1677, complained publicly, 
by: his Friend Mr. Oldenburgh, Secretary of the 
Royal Society; in the: Philofopbical Tranfattions, 
Number CX XX. p. 766, 767. “ That the Year 
s+ in the Frontifpiece of that Edition is one and the 
+ fame; as if the feveral Books contained in this 
‘¢ Jatia Volume had been publifhed in one Year; 
«and the Enumeration of the feveral Treatifes, 
<s made in\the Catalogue of this Latin Edition, is 
«+, not.according to the Time, wherein they were 
«¢ firft printed, €7c. 

II. Some very confiderable Additions are made 
inthis Edition, which were never before publifhed ; 
namely, Fragments of an ppendix to the first Part 
of the Christian Virtuofo, and of the fecond Part of 
that Work, preierved purfuant to the Author’s own 
Delire; with a large Collection of Letters of Mr. Boyle 
and his Friends upon various Subjects, feleéted from 
about fifteen Hundred written by moft of the great 
Men of the Jaft Age at home and abroad, with whom 
he correfponded. 

If. Ihe Copper-Plates, illuftrating the feveral 
Pieces, are engraved with much greater Exaétnefs and 
Elegance than thofe in any former Edition. 
~1V. There being only two original Piétures of 
Mr, Boyle now known to be extant, it was thought 
proper to have them both engraved. One, which 
reprefents him in the 38th Year of his Age, is placed 
in the Title Page of each Volume, copied from a 
Drawing of Mr. Faithorne, communicated by. Sir 
Hans Sloan, trom which likewife Mr. Faithorne him- 
felf engraved bis Print, with the Inftruments accom- 


panying 
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panying the Head, according to the Defign of ‘Dr. 
Robert Hooke, who thought the Face very carefully 
‘and well done, and. very like. ‘Therother, which 
fronts the T itle Page of the firft Volume, is taken from 
an Original Painting done in the latter Part of his 
-Life, and ‘now in ‘the Collection of Dr. Mead. 

V. The Life contains Mr. Buyle’s own Account 
of bimfelf during bis Minority, extending to the 
Year 1642; nd is continued to his Death, from the 
beft Materials that could be procured at this Diftance 
of Time. al 





ARTICLE VII. 


N anonymous (but very Jearned and judicious) 
Author, hath‘Jately publifhed a Tract under 
this Title viz. ‘* fome brief Confiderations upon Mr. 
“© Locke’s Hypothefis, That the Knowledge of God is 
“ attainable by Ideas of Reflexion, wherein is demon- 
*¢ {trated upon his own Principles, That the Know- 
‘© ledge of God is not attainable by Ideas of Reflexion: 
‘s. being an Addition to a Book lately publifhed; 
<¢ entituled, The Kvowledge of divine Things from 
© Revelation not from Nature or Reafon; by the Author 
“ of the faid Book.” 

This Tract contains 51 Pages in O&avo, which 
the Reader may quickly perufe,-and have the Sa- 
tistaction to obferve, that what is undertaken in 
the ‘Fitle, is clearly made good in the Argument, 
The Book refer’d to, is an Oftavo of 440 Pages; 
and the Authortells us that he writ the Tract as a 
Supplement to Page 131 of that Book, being moved 
thereto by the Difcourfe of fome. Friends, who were 
of Opinion, that what is there faid on Ideas of Re- 
flexion had not been particularly enough applied to 
Mr. Lo-ke’s Hypothefis, This is now done to a 
Demonitration : but: if it had not been done, the 
Book however was a fair and ample difplay of na- 
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tural Religion and human Philofophy, confeffing by 
their greateft Champions, that whatever Truth of 
God they could boaft of, was originally owing to 
his own Revelation of himfelf. 

This Book deferves a Place amongft the choiceft 
Works of the Learned, as well for the Importance 
of the Argument as the clear and pleafant Method 


in which it is written. 





ARTICLE IX. 


R. Fohn Nourfe, Bookfeller, at the Lamb 
without Temple Bar, has juft publifhed, in 
nineVolumes, Duodecimo, the Letters, Memoiis, and 
Negotiations of the Count d’ Efirades, his moft Chri- 
ftian Majefty’s Ambaflador in Jtaly, England, and 
Holland, and, afterwards, Ambaffador and Pleni- 
potentiary at the Treaty of Nimeguen, in conjunction 
with M. Colbert and the Count @’ 4vaux; together 
with the King and the Secretary of Srate’s Anfwers ; 
comprizing the whole tranfaction of the Sale of Dun- 
kirk, and many other important Incidents in the 
Affairs of that Time, A new Edition, greatly int. 
proved, in which the many Caftrations of the former 
impreffions are faithfully fupplied. 

Nothing can be more feafonable than the reprint- 
ing thefe Memoirs, Letters, and Negotiations, at this 
critical Juncture, in fo many Particulars refembling 
that which they relate to. The Liberty of Europe 
is now expofed to the like Attempts: of French Am- 
bition; all Germany is inflamed by the artful In- 
trigues of that deceitful Enemy, and wafted by their 
pretendedly pacific Hoftilities; the 4affrian Nether+ 
lands, which France has been greedily coveting for 
more than a Century, is openly threatened with a 
fpeedy Invafion; while the neighbouring States are 
trongly folicited to a pernicious Neutrality, amufed 

by 
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by the moft feducing illufory Promifes, or terrified 
by repeated Menaces; French Gold is profuiely 
{fcattered in foreign Courts to corrupt the Servants of 
Princes to betray their Mafters ; Difputes are artfully 
introduced and fomented to divide and weaken the 
other States of Europe, and even to fet the Britif 
Parliament and Miniftry at Variance ; the moft con- 
tradictory Engagements are entered into, concluded 
and figned at the fame time, almoft in the fame 
Hour ; and the moft folemn Treaties are violated 
and trampled upon in the moft open and perfidious 
manner. Thefe, and many other Practices equally 
or more wicked and dangerous, are but too near 
Refemblances of thofe iniquitous Proceedings, the 
Springs of which are fo vifible in M. d@’Efirades’s 
Papers. And asa Diforder once known is faid to be 
half cured, provided the Patient is then careful in 
applying proper Remedies: So it cannot be too 
earneftly recommended to all who regard the pre- 
fervation of their Liberty, and have Refolution 
enough to defend it, to perufe over and over again 
this ufeful Collection, that they may be thoroughly 
acquainted with the flagitious Schemes of that perfi- 
dious Nation, which appear fo confpicuoufly herein, 
and be the better enabled to obviate or defeat them. 
I fay, nothing can be more conducive to thefe falu- 
tary Purpofes than a frequent perufal of this Mafter- 
key of French Politicks. Here we have the Advice, 
the Intelligence, and Sentiments of one of the moft 
expert Negotiators ever employed: witnefs that fur- 
prizing Affair of the Sale of Dunkirk, which he en- 
tirely managed; greatly indeed to his Glory, and 
the Advantage of his Country, as it was the higheft 
Detriment to ours, and fix’d an indelible Stain on the 
Memory of thofe who were then at the head of our 
Councils. It is this fubtle and experienc’d Agent 
who, in a time of profound Peace, and while he had 
nothing to difcompofe him, communicates to the 

° O 3 King, 
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King, his Mafter, and his Minifters of ‘State, the 
moft important Points, the moft fecret Views of his 
Negotiations; all which are in this Correfpondence 
happily laid open; and muft therefore afford a moft 
ufeful inftruction to all thofe of our Nation, whofe 
Rank or Employment obliges them’ more efpecially 
to watch over the public Welfare, to remedy pre- 
fent, and prevent any future Evils: 

There had been already two Editions of this Work. 
The firft, in five Volumes Duodecimo, was printed 
at the Hague, in 1709, tho’ by the Imprimatur it 
feemed to be at Bruffels.. This Imprefiion was of 
little Value, as it was very deficient. There was a 
fecond done at the Hague; in 1719, in fix Volumes, 
Duodecimo. This was undoubtedly more compleat 
than the former, it containing not only feveral Let- 
ters, which, through mere careleffnefs, were omitted 
in the firft Edition, buc likewife an entire additional 
Volume, under:the Title of Negociations du Comte 
@ Eftrades en Hollande, Angleterre, Savoy, &c. depuis 
1637. jufqu’en.1662;3 wherein, befides other impor- 
tant Pieces, we have the Treaty between France and 
England for the Purchafe and Sale of Dunkirk. 
However, whether through Defign or Chance): in 
both thefe Editions, fevera] very material Words, 
Lines, and, fometimes, whole Paragraphs were {up- 
preffed: Copies of thele Omiffions, in Manuféripr, 
were indeed multiplied, and difpers’d; but extremely 
incorrect and impertect. sal 3: 

It was refalved:therefore, with an Eye to the:Ser- 
vice of our-Country, to reprint thefe Lesrers; 8c. 
of the Count d’Ejrades; and the Editor: thought:it 
his Duty, feeing it was fortunately in his Power, to 
fend them, at this their new Birth, into the World, 
in a State as perfect as jthat-wherein'chey. originally 
proceeded from their Author. And ;to contribute yet 
further to the improvement of this Edition, there are 
now added to the Pieces chat we have been mention- 


ing, 
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ing, the three Volumes printed by Adrien Moetjens 
at the Hague, 1710, under the Title of Lettres 
Negociations de Mrs. le Marechal a’Ejirades, Colbert, 
Marquis de Croiffy, et Comte d? Avaux, Ambaffadeurs 
Plenipotentiaires du Roi de France ala Paix de Ni- 
megue, et les Reponfes, et Inftru€tions du Roi et de 
Mr. de Pomponne. Our Editor flatters himfelf 
that the World will be very well pleafed with his 
having in this manner collected every thing that has 
hitherto appeared under the Name of the Count 
dE ftrades. 

There is prefixed to this Colleétion, a Piece that 
was wanting in thetwo former Editions: It is in- 
titled Jntroduétion aux Lettres, Memoires, et Nego- 
ciations de Mr le Comte d’ Eftrades, being a compen- 
dious Account of the Intrigues of the French Court, 
to raife an univerfal Monarchy on the Ruins of ‘the 
reft of Europe; and of the artful Practices of this 
fagacious active Minifter on -the Dutch Penfioner, 
de Wit, whom he flattered into a fatal Security, that 
iffued in the Deftruétion of that great Man and his 
Brother, and had like to have terminated in that of 
their Country. This Tract is followed by a brief 
Elogium on M. @’Efirades. 

Befides thefe, in the firft Volume, we have, 

I. Inftruétions du Cardinal de Richelieu pour le Comte 
d’Efirades ; allant en Angleterre, du 12. Novembre 
16373 allant en Savoie, du 5. Decembre 1638. allant 
en Hollande, du 10 Fanvier 1641: les Lettres de ce 
Cardinal; celles des Princes d’Orange, Frederic- 
Henry, et Guillaume Il. fon Fils; celles du Cardinal 
Mazarin; et les Reponfes du Comte d’Effrades a \a 
plupart de ces Lettres, depuis le 24. Novembre 
1637. jufquau 21. Aout 1654. , 

In thefe Letters we find the Fragments of feveral 
Converfations which the Count d’ Efirades had with 
Henry, Prince of Orange, in the Years 1639, 1640, 


and 1641, containing many curious Particulars, I 
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fhall fet down here only one of them, wherein the 
Count has drawn the Charafter of thar illuftrious 
Perfon in fuch a manner as muft infpire us with a 
great Idea of his excellent Qualities. ‘* I muft do 
«* Juftice (fays he) to the Memory of the Prince of 
“© Orange. Never did any General fhew a greater 
«s Firmnefs or Intrepidity in hazardous Exploits, or 
*< a greater Sagacity in forefeeing the Confequences 
“ of an Action... His Orders were iffued with the 
«¢ ytmoft exactnefs, and he required the moft punc- 
<* cual Execution of them. He was generous, a 
«c kind Friend, and bountiful. He treated People 
<s of Merit with diftinguifhing Affability and Bene- 
¢< ficence. He {poke ill of nobody. He highly extolled 
« good Actions, and affected to exprets his Efteem 
¢ of them before young People, that he might there- 
“« by excite their Emulation, He. was. courteoys 
«© to Strangers, and would frequently {peak to them. 
‘ He retired daily for fome Hours to his Studies. 
¢ He was Jearned, and ufually carried Ce/ar’s Com- 
¢ mentaries about with him. His Conduct was ad- 
<< mired during the Time of hisGovernment, He 
“< ufed his Enemies civilly, and forced them, by the 
“¢ fweetnefs of his Behaviour, to reconcile themfelves 
<< to him, and to afk his Pardon. MHe never aban- 
«* doned his Friends in their Misfortune. He was 
«€ prudently cautious, and. never confided in any one 
«¢ till he had often tried him. He would fuffer no 
*¢ Flattery near him. He was fomewhat flow in 
“© executing what he had determined ; and he often 
*¢ faid, he would fleep on what he had refolved, 
*< before he figned it, that if 1¢ were capable of 
“* Amendment, his Mind might have an Opportu- 
« nity of fuggefting Expedients. 

After the abovefaid Article we have, in the firft 
Volume, 

II. La Negociation du Comte d’Eftrades en An- 
gleterre, depuis le 21. Juillet 1661. ju’ Gu 15, 
Novembre 1662. Il. Traste 
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Ill. Yraite pour la Vente et P Achat de Dunkerque. 
This famous and almoft incredible Treaty, the 
Matter-Piece of d’Eftrades Politicks, was figned the 
a7th of Oétober 1662, And, 

IV. Une Lettre du Comte @Eftrades au Roi far 
fes Conguetes et la Prife d'Utrecht, dw 15. Fuillet 
1672. This Letter is equally remarkable for its 
excefiive Flattery of Lewis XIV, as for the Slan- 
ders and pernicious Counfels which the Writer has 
therein fuggefted again{t the united Provinces. 

The firft thing included in the fecond Volume of 
this Colleétion is, the Treaty of Peace, Commerce, 
and Alliance, concluded at Paris, between the French 
King and the States general of the United Provinces, 
April 27th 1662. Then follows the Embafly and 
Negotiations of the Count @’Efrades in Holland. 

Thefe are continued through the third, fourth, 
fifth, and fixth Volumes: which five Volumes, tho’ 
not fo perfeét by much as we now have them, made up 
the whole of the firft Edition of thefe Memoirs in 1709. 
That which was publifhed in 1719 was fomewhat en- 
larged; but was far fhort, however, of this before us. 

The feventh, eighth, and ninth Volumes contain 
the Negotiations of the (Count now become) Ma- 
refchald’ Efivades and Meff. Colbert and d’Avaux at 
the Congrefs of Nimeguen ; beginning with a Letter 
from. thefe three Minifters to the King, of the 3oth 
of ‘fune 1676; and clofing with another from the 
fame Perfons, to M. de Pompone, dated September 
3oth 1677. 

This is a general Account of the important Col- 
le€tion now put into our Hands, and which is really 
one of the principal Keys of modern Politicks. I 
will here adjoin a few Paffages, extracted at ran- 
dom, from fome of the Letters comprehended 
therein, and hikewife one or two of thofe which 
were retrench’d in the former Editions, byt are 
carefully reftored in the prefent. 

One 
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One of the moft remarkable Epiftles in the firft 
Volume, is that which the Count a’Effrades wrote 
to Cardinal Mazarin, from Durkirk, Feb. 5. 1652, 
in thefe Terms: * ** MonserGneur, le Prote@eur 
** Cromwe] m’a envoye Mr. de Fitz-James, fon Co- 
«+ Jonel des Gardes, pour me propoler de traiter de 
«© Dunkerque; qu’il me’en donneroit deux millions ; 

¢ & qu'il’ s’engageroit de fournir 50 Vaiffeaux & 
¢¢ 35000 hommes de ‘pied, pour fe joindre aux 
«« armées du Roi, & fe declarer. contre /?E/pagne 
«¢ & contre les Ennemis du Roi & de V. E. avec 
« qui i! vouloit faire une tres-etroite Amitie. 

«+ Je lui repondis, que files Troubles & la Guerre 

Civile qui etorent en France ne m’obligeoient pas 

d’envoyer vers la Reine & V.E. je l’aurois fait jetter 

dans la Mer, pour m/’avoir cru capable de trahir 

mon Roi; mais, que Ja Conjoncture’prefente m’ 

obligeoit a le retenir chez moi, en attendant la 

Reponfe de la Cour. | 

‘¢ Cependant, j’ai fait affembler Mr. de Vuiter- 

mont Commandant des Gardes, & les Comman- 

dans de tous les Corps qui font en Garnifon a 

Dunkerque, avec le Lieutenant de Roi, & leur ai 

communiqué la Propofition qui m’a ‘ete faite, & 

le choix que je faifois de la Perfonne de Mr. de 

Las, Major de la Place, pour rendre a V. E. un 

Compte exact de toutes ces Chofes. II lui porte 

auffi les Lettres qui ont ete interceptees de M. de 

Pimentel a Mr. de Vergueft, qui commande 4000 

Hommes dans Bourbourg, ou il lui mande de pre- 

parer toutes chofes. 

«© Nous manquons de begucoup de chofes dans 
«¢ Dunkerque; quelque Retranchement que je puiffe 
¢ faire fur Je Pain, nous n’en fgaurions avoir pour 
«< allerjufqu’ au Mois d’Aout: l’Orge & le Hou- 
«¢ blon eft fini pour la Biere, 8& on la retranche 
‘* pour la Garnifon a la Moitie de Pordinaire. Les 


—_— a <¢ Maladies 
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“© Maladies y font grandes; & fi Gravelines te perd, 
«« elles augmenteront, Dunkerque etant enferme fans 
«© aucune Communication par Furnes, Bergues, 
“ Bourbourg, & Gravelines. 
<< C’eft prefentement a V. E. a juger par fa Pru- 
«¢ dence ordinarie, s’il ne feroit pas plus a ‘propos de 
“© de s’accommoder avec Cromwel, et de le rendre 
‘ Ennemi de / Efpagne & de tous les Revoltez qui 
«© font en France, que de rejetter fa Propofition ; ce 
‘¢ qui lengagera de fe mettre dans le Parti d’E/pagne, 
«¢ & d’y joindre fa Flote & fes Troupes, pour atta- 
© quer Dunkerque & Gravelines en meme Tems. 
«© M. de Las, quia Phonneur d’etre a V. E. et qui 
‘¢ fert avec grande Capacite & Fidelite, vous 
‘© dira Pimpoffibilite qu’il y a de conferver Grave- 
“ fines et Dunkerque, fi on perd !Occafion de l’offre 
ss que fait le Protecteur Cromwel. Je fuis, €?c.’ 
This Letter, fo remarkable in itfelf, is far more 
fo in its Confequences: For it produced not only 
the fplendid Embaffly of M. Bordeau, whom the 
Cardinal fent to Oliver, to acknowledge him in Qua- 
lity of Proteétor, and that of the Marquis de Lede, 
on the part of Spain, with the fame Recognition, 
and on the fame Defign with the French, to court his 
Friendfhip ; but'alfo, in the end; that aftonifhing and 
fcandalous Alliance of Mazarin with Cromwe/; who, 
after being long and humbly follicited by the Am- 
baffadors of the two Crowns, at laft determined 
again{t Spain, on Condition of the Cardinal’s imme- 
diately expelling the King of England, his Mother, 
only Daughter of France, and all their Adherents, 
out of that Kingdom, who imagined they had found 
therein an inviolable Afylum. How glorious was it to 
Oliver to be courted with fuch Affiduity and Submif- 
fion, by two of the moft-potent Princes of Europe! 
But, at the fame time, how has it ftain’d the Character 
of thofe great Kings, one of them a near Relation, 
and the otherBrother inLaw, of the unfortunateC ~. 
the 
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the firft, to humble themfelves fo bafely to his Op- 
preffor and Murderer, and to be reduced to the fcan- 
dalous Condefcenfion of treating him as at leaft their 
Equal! On this Occafion he ftruck that infolent 
Medal, which was not only an Indignity to three 
great Monarchs, but a difhonour even to himfelf , 
which had for its Device, on one fide, the Pro. 
tector’s Buft in Armour, crown’d with Laurel, with 
this Infcription, Olivarius, Dei Gratia, Reipublice 
Anglia, Scotia, &f Hibernia Proteéior, and on the 
other, a Figure reprefenting the Commonwealth, and 
Oliver offering his bare Backfide to the two Ambafia- 
dors of France and Spain, who are ftriving for the 
Honour of kiffing it: The former, whofe Robes are 
fprinkled with Fleurs de Lis, as in a Paffion, puts by 
the other, and witha fcorntul Air fays co him, Re- 
tive-toi,  Honneur appartient aw Rot mon Maire, 
Louis le Grand. 

In the fecond Volume there is a Negotiation, not 
indeed of the greateft Importance, but of a parti- 
cularly curious Nature. It is concerning fome Pic- 
tures of Lewis XIV. enriched with Jewels, which 
that Prince was to fend the Count d’L/irades, to be 
prefented to the principal Perfons of Holland. This 
Affair fhews plainly, with what Care this King and 
his Minifter practifed every Art for gaining and {e- 
curing Partifans, wherever they were necefflary. 

Fai donne Ordre, fays the King to him, in a 
Letter of the fecond of March, 1662. pour vous 
faire adrefer au premier jour quelques Portraits, 
comme vous les avez demandez, outre celui que j’at 
deftine aw Sieur Beverning; €9 on woubliera pas le 
Séeur de Ghent. To this d’E/trades replies, in his 
to the King, of the 8th of Adarch, “ Dunkerque 
** n’inquiete plus a prefent les Deputez, & ils font 
‘* tous fi bons Frangois, que plus de vingt Perfon- 
*¢ nes, des principaux des Villes,. m’ont engage 
* de leur donner des Copies d’un grand Tableau, 
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“ que j’ai de votre Majefte dans mon Cabinet 
“© d’ Audience ; a quoi j¢ m’en vais faire travailler 
‘“< par plufieurs Peintres. Je tacherai de le faire 
«s mettre dans les Afaifons de Ville, ainfi qu’ils 
<< avoient fait celui de Henri le Grand, pour marquer 
«¢ d’Avantage PEftime & PAffection qu’ils ont 
“© pour votre Majefte, & a fin qu’ils ayent fouvent 
«+ devant leurs yeux les deux veritables ProteCteurs 
“< de leur Etat.” The King anfwers, March 23. 
1663. On travaille par mon Ordre pour faire que 
vous ayez les Portraits, que je veux envoyer avant la 
finde ’ Affemblee. Cependant, vous recevres par cet 
Ordinaire celui que j'ai deftine au. Sieur de Beverning, 
Sur-Intendant des Finances, & les mille Piftoles pour 
Mr. le Baron de Ghent. J} y aura quatre autres 
Portraits enrichis de quelques Pierreries autour. In 
another, cf the 11th of May, the fame Year, the 
King fays, Vous avez bien fait de ne pas vous com- 
metire aun Refus, en donnant les Boetes de Portraits 
a ceux a qui vous les aviez deflinez, & qui Setoient 
deja declarez guwils ne les recevroient pas, fi elles ne 
valoient au moins trois mille Frances. ‘avois juge 
des Termes de vos Depeches, qwil fuffifoit que ces 
Prefens fuffent de la Valeur qu’ils vous ont ete en- 
woyes: EF je fevois bien aife de /cavoir plus particu- 
lieurement quelles font ces Perfonnes-la, leurs Quali 
tez, leurs Emplois, &F le Fruit que vous avez pre- 
tendu tirer de ce Regal. 
Thefe four Paffages are fome of thofe which, as 
I have already mentioned, were retrenched in the 
preceding Editions, and are reftored in this be- 
tore us. | 
I will not ftay to make any Reflections on them: 
there are feveral that muft naturally occur to every 
confiderate Reader. I pafs on to another Pafiage, 
one of the moft remarkable in this Volume. It is 
extracted from a Letter of the King’s to the Count 
d’Eftrades, of the 2oth of April, 1663. ** Sima 
<¢ Reponfe,” 
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‘¢ Reponfe, & mes Refolvtions, faysthat Prince, ont 
¢ ‘plu au Sieur de Wit.au Point que vous me Je man- 
*¢ dez, je ne fuis pas, en echange, ni moins touche, 
‘«¢ ni moins edifie, de tout ce qu’il vous a dit de nou- 
*¢ yeau, avec.tant de Prudence, & de Temoignages 
«¢ .d’ Affection pour ma Perfonne,:& pour ma Gloire, 
«¢ fur laimeme Matiere. Et, a dire vrai, j'ai trouve 
*< qu'il vous a parle avec tant de Jugement, de Sin- 
« cerite, &. de Suffifance, que je ne puis, qu’en 
« tout, & par-tout, approuver fes Sentimens; &, 
«© pour Conclufion, que le meilleur Parti, que je 
* puiffe prendre en cette Affair, Ceft d’en remettre 
¢¢ ja Direction end’auffi bonnes Mains que les fien- 
«© nes, & d’en laifler entierement la conduite a fon 
“ Zele,, & a fon Habilite:. I] fe voit, que Dieu 
“< ’a fait naitre pour de grandes chofes, puis qu’a 
«¢ fon age ik:a.deja merite, depuis plufieurs annees, 
«¢ qd’etre la plus confiderable Perfonne de fon Etat. 
«¢ Fc je crois auffi, qu’ayant acquis un aufi bon Ami 
‘Sen lui, ce n’a paste un fimple Effect du Ha- 
«© zard, mais de la Providence Divine, qui difpofe, 
«© de bonne heure, les Inftrumens dont elle veut fe 
« fervir pour Ja Gloire de cette Couronne, & pour 
« |’ Avantage & la Surete des Provinces-Unies. De 
¢¢ tous ces Sentimens,’ qui me font fort naturels, & 
€ tres-finceres, le dit Sieur de Wit peut tirer la con- 
** fequence, quelle forte de haute Protection il peut 
‘© atrendre de moi en tous fes Interets, fi jamais 
*© |’occafion s’en ofire. 
To merit fo illuftrious a Friendfhip, fo powerful 
a Support in all his Concernments, thus folemnly 
promifed, and to render himfelf worthy of fo flat- 
tering a Panegyric, artfully infinuated under the 
Name of a Mighty Monarch; (for, no doubt, it 
was the Minifters only, who fpoke in the Stile of 
their Matter, here, and throughout this whole Ne- 
gotiation) I fay, for thefe vifionary Honours and 
Advantages, M. de Wit, as we have Reafon to 
think, 
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think, fincerely-attached himfelf to France: and it 
is indeed aftonifhing, that a Man of fuch Capacity, 
and:Judgment in Affairs, fhould faffer himfelf to 
be deluded, by fuch Artifices, into a Difpofition as 
detrimental to his own Country, as it was favourable 
to Lewis XIV. and which brought on his own De- 
{truétion. But it has always been the Prattice of 
that Court, to dazzle thofe they are mifleading, by 
a Profufion of Refpect and Applaufes. 

I will cake notice only of two other Letters, in the 
third Volume, They are fhort ones :’ However, they 
were caftrated in the former Impreffions of this Col- 
leétion, The Paflages retrenched ‘are: reftored in 
this Edition; and 1 have, by way of Diftinétion, 
enclofed them with inverted Commas. The firft 
of thefe Letters is from the Count d’Effrades to Mr. 
de Lienne, of the 8th of Fanuary, 1665. in the fol- 
lowing Terms. ‘* Si Je Roi trouve que fes Interets 
‘© requierent qu’on conferve ces gens ici, & qu’il f 
“ refolwe de tenir le Traite de 1662, i fera abfolu- 
<6 ment neceflaire de faire quelques Gratifications aux 
‘s Deputez des Villes. Richard diltribue de |’ Argent 
‘s avec largeffe. Je fuis affure, qu’avec vingt mille 
“© Livres, je ferai plus, 8¢ acheterai plus de Gens a nos 
‘< Incerets, qu’il ne fera avec les vingt mille Ecus qu’il 
‘¢ a touches.” Si le Roi trouve mieux fon compte 
avec |’ Angleterre, il n’y aura plus rien a menager 
avec Meffieurs les Etats.——La Propofition, que le 
Roi a faite de ? Accommodement avec I’ Angleterre, 
a fort plu ici; & fi Mr. Van Beuningen vous in- 
commode a Paris, le Roi le peut envoyer en Angle- 
terre. Tout ce qu’il ecrit ici eft tenu comme un 
Oracle: le Sieur de Wit n’a pas un Ami en qui il fe 
confie plus, Il faut obferver, s’il vous plait, qui il 
voit; car, fi des Gens mal intentionnez lui debitent 
des Nouvelles qui foient contraires aux Interets du 
Roi, & qu’il les mande a fes Maitress on aura bien 
de la Peine a les detromper. 
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The other Letter, from which alfo I here give an 
Extract, is from the Count @’Effrades to Mr. de 
Lionne, of the 17th of September, 1665. ; Andi thus 
he exprefies himfelf: J’ai fujec de croire, que la 
Contcftation, .que vous avez eue avec Mr. Van 
Beuningen, welt, pas venue de fon Mouvement. Je 
le juge ainfi, par celle que j’ai eue prefque en meme 
Tems avec les Deputez d’ Amfferdam, fur la meme 
Maticre. Je refte fort fatisfait de m’etre rencontre 
dans vos Senumens ; ma Reponfe etant conforme a 
celle que vous avez. faite au dit Van Beuningen.— 
‘© Le Penfionaire d’Amfferdam, de Groot, eft fort 
“¢ contraire a.tous les Interets du Roi. Il eft tout-a- 
‘ fa change de ce qu'il etoitil yaunan; & je re- 
*¢ marque, quil a de grandes Conferences avec 
“© Richard, Secretaire d’?Ambaffade d’E/pagne. Je 
“* fgai, qu’ils’eft plaint de deux chofes: Pune, qu’on 
“© avoit maltraite fon Beau-Frere Monthas; & |’au- 
‘¢ tre, que le Roi lut avoit donne le mille Ecus de 
© Penfion da tems de Mr. de Thou, dont y lui eft 
“* du deux annees avant qu’il fut Penfionaire d’Am- 
“* ferdam. Je ne doute pas, que les E/pagnols ne 
*« Payent gagne par prefent: car, il eft fort inter- 
“+ efile, comme tous ceux de ce Pais, ou je ne con- 
* nois que quatre Perfonnes incorruptibles, qui font 
© Meff. de Wit Freves, & Meff. Van Beuningen & 
“© Beverning. Pour Jes autres, on difpofera d’eux 
‘ avec de largent, toutes les fois qu’on voudra. 
“« C’eft ce qui fait, qu’on ne fe peut affurer de rien, 
‘© & que les affaires changent de face a toute heure. 

In another Letter, which the Count d’Eftrades 
wrote to Mr. de Lionme, dated the 26th of Offoder, 
4665. towards the Clole of it, we have thefe re- 
markable Words; which were likewile fupprefied 
in the foregoing Editions. ‘* Si vous ne fongez a 
“© Jes retenir par la crainte, & a les gagner dans les 
‘‘ accafions par des gratifications, comme il s’eft 
‘“* pratique de tous tems, ils nous echapperont. 
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« _._. Il y en a peu qui foient exemis de cor- 
¢¢ ruption. 

We fhould extend this Article too far, if we quoted 
like Examples from the following Volumes. It 
will fuffice to obferve in general, that many mighe 
be extracted from thence no lefs curious and important 
than thofe we have cited. As to the three laft Tomes, 
which relate particularly tothe Treaty of Nimeguen, 
we will only remark, that they more efpecially con- 
cern the Ceremonial obferved between Ambafladors, 


and the Prerogatives of fovereign States on fuch ; 


Occafions, 

Mr. Nourfe, to whom we are obliged for this cor- 
rect and greatly improved Edition of the Work be- 
fore us, has done well, to enclofe the Caftrations, 
which he has fo judicioufly reftored, between Crotch= 
ets, that they may be inftantly diftinguifhed. And 
indeed he is entitled to our Acknowledgments for re- 
producing to the World fo ufeful a Book, and fo 
neceflary in the prefent Conjunéture of Affairs, whefa 
all Europe ought to be alarmed ae and acquainted 
with the Views and Meafures of France: and nothing: 
can more readily effect this than a careful Perufal of 
thefe Memoirs. | 





ARTICLE X 


4 Differtation on the AMIANTHUS; Or ind 
combuftible Thread. By M: Manupver; 
of the Academy of Infcriptions and Belles 
Lettres af Paris, 


T may feem that an Enquiry into the Nature of 
the Asheftos, or incombufti' le Thread, and the 
Manner of Spinning it, as it rcjates to Natural Phi- 
lofophy, rather belongs to the Academy of Sciences, 


than to this Affembly. Notwithftanding, the Ules | 


the Ancients are faid to have applied it to, have fuck 
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a Connexion with the Hiftory of their Times, that 
I think the Academy of Infcriptions has a juft Right 
to fo curious a Subject. 

The Manner in which Pliny fpeaks of it * has 
furnifhed Matter for feveral Differtations; which, 
far from clearing up the Subyeét, have only ferved 
to multiply the dubious or fictitious Things faid of 
it, and augment the Confufion of uncertain Con- 
jectures. 

In the Enumeration of the different Kinds of 
Tbread known in his Time, this Hiftorian fays, 
“< We have found one Species which is incambu- 
¢ {tible, and which is called on that Account living 
“© Thread. Ofthis we have feen TabJe-Cloths made, 
*¢ which, after having been ufed at Entertainments, 
«© were thrown into the Fire to be cleanfed; from 
“¢ whence they have been taken purer and waiter 
*¢ than if they had been wafhed in Water. It is 
«¢ with this Linnen that Winding-fheets have been 
*¢ made for Kings, in order to preferve their Afhes 
“< entire, amidft the Flames that confumed their 
“© dead Bodies. This Thread grows in the defert 
** Countries inhabited by Serpents, and in thofe 
«* {corching Parts of Jndia, where it never rains, 
“© and where the Heat feems to accuftom it to refift 
“* the Fire. It is very difficultto fpin, becaufe it is 
“* fhort and brittle. Its reddifh Colour gives it a 
“© Luftre in the Flames ; and its Value, when 
“¢ found, equals that of the moft precious Pearls. 
“© The Greeks call it Asheftos. 

It was neceffary to give this Paffage of Pliny en- 
tire, to fhew what Knowle ’ge in his Time they 
had of this Thread, and to point out the Defects of 
a Defcription that is rather marvellous than exact. 
I fhall endeavour to fupply this by an hiftorical and 
clear Account of tht Nature of the Mineral this 
Thread is drawn from, by experimental Obferva- 


* Nat. Hift. lib. xix. cap. 1. 
tions 
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tions on its Qualities, by fhewing an eafy Method 
of working it, and by difcovering the Ufes it has 
been put to in all Ages. 

Pliny {peaking of this Thread in that Part of his 
Book where he treats of Plants,* his not mention- 
ing it where he defcribes the Stone Amiantbus, and 
the Words of Plutarch, who fays, that + this Thread 
grows on @ Rock, are evicent Proofs that the An- 
cients thought it produced from a Plant. Even 
Jater Writers, particularly Pomet, who has wrote 
the Hiftory of Drugs, have followed this Opinion ; 
and he affirms, that he had in his Pofleffion the 
Flax of fuch Plants, gathered on the marble Quar- 
ries of Campan. 

But as none of the Botanifts who have vifited the 
Pyrenean Mountains, have ever oblerved fuch a 
‘Plant, and indeed from the component Parts of 
Vegetables it is evident they cannot be incombutti- 
ble, this Opinion falls to the ground. 

It would be in vain tothink of fupporting it, by 
quoting for an Example the Tree called Ade/é’2, of 
the Wood of which Vitruvius fuppoles the Caftle 
built, that is reported to have refifted the Flames 
which Ce/ar fet to it. It is as fruitlefs to alledge 
fome Experiments lately made on certain pretended 
Pieces of Wood, which, when carefully examined, 
were found to owe their incombuftible Quality, either 
to thtir being real Foffils, or Pieces of Wood pe- 
tried by mineral Springs, whofe ftony Particles 
had filled up their Pores. 

It is now beyond Queftion, that this Thread is 
only drawn from a mineral Subftance, of a very 
compact but flexible Nature, whofe Parts are dif- 
pofed in fhining Fibres, of a filver Colour, very 
fine, and ranged in perpendicular Lines, united to- 
gether by an carthy Subftance, capable of being tc- 


* Lib. xxxvi.c.19. Plutarch. de oracul. defect. 
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parated from them in Water, and of refifting the 
Aéction of Fire. 

This Mineral, to which the Greeks have fome- 
times given the Name of Amianthus, becaule of its 
incombuftible Nature, fometimes that of Asdeftos, 
from its Refemblance to Lime-ftone, which, being 
once flaked, can undergo no further Change, has 
fince retained both thefe Names, by which it is 
equally known. 

That of feathered Alum has been given it very 
unjuftly by Pomet and ather late Writers, fince there 
is a wide Difference between thefe two Minerals, 
whatever Refemblance there may be in their out- 
ward Structure. Its ftyptic Tafte, its Diffolution 
in all Waters that diffolve Salts, its Cracking, and 
Change in the Fire, are Qualities that fufficiently 
diftinguifh Alum from the Amianthus, to which 
they no way belong, 

We need not be furprized at the high Price this 
curious Stuff bore in Pliny’s Time,t fince it was 
then only found in the Deferts of Jndia, in Eubea 
near Corinth, and in the Ifle of Crete, from all 
which Places it took its Name. In our Times it is 
become more common; for, without going fo far 
for it as India, ‘Fapan, China, or Egypt, we get it 
now from moft of the Ifles of the Archipelago, from 
Cyprus, Negropont in the Morea, and the Ife of 
Corfica. It is alfo found in feveral Parts of ftaly, 
efpecially in the Mountains of Polierra in Naples, 
near Seffri in the Republic of Genoa, in Bavaria, in 
England, in Spain, on the Pyrenean Mountains, in 
France in the County of Foix near Roufillon and 
near Montauban. 

So great a Diverfity of Mines forms a great Va- 
riety of Species of the Amianthus, either with ref{pect 
to the Colour of the Superficies of the Stone (for, 
with regard to the fibrous Parts, they are always of 

+ Cum inyentum eft, equet pretium Margaritarum, Plin. 
fib; xix. ¢. Ty | 
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a filver grey, or red) as light brown, or blackith, 
or iron coloured, or of a greenifh brown; or elfe 
with regard to the ~_ of the Fibres, which in 


the Stones that come from fome Parts of /ta/y, from 
Cyprus, and from England, are fhort; in thofe of 
Corfica and Crete, long and delicate; and in the 
Stones from the Pyrenees, coarfer. If in the great 
Variety of Pieces of the Amianthus, preferved in 
the Cabinets of the Curious, there are fome a Foot 
high, whofe Fibres are of equal Length, we may 
conclude there are others yet longer; and it is by the 
clofe Contexture of thefe Fibres, fo like thofe of 
fome ligneous Subftances, that many People have 
been fo far deceived, as to miftake for Pieces of in- 
combutftible Wood, thefe Stones of the Amianthus. 

The Monks, always inclined to turn the Credu- 
lity of the Vulgar to their own Profit, make a mott 
gainful Ufe of this Mineral, by palming pieces 
thereof on their Devotees, for Fragments of the real 
Crofs: an Impofture which they authorife by the 
pretended Miracle of its being inconfumable by 
the moft violent Fire. | 

It is this Property indeed which is the true Cha- 
racteriftic of the Amianthus, and by which it eflen- 
tially differs from all other mineral Stones: and, if 
the Fire, the ftrongeft Diffolvent we know, has no 
Power over it, what Means have we left for obtain- 
ing a true Knowledge of the Principles whereof it is 
compofed ? 

It has been experienced, that a Piece of it, weigh- 
ing, half an Ounce, laid on a burning chafing-dihh, 
and made as red as one of the Coals among which 
it was put, loft nothing of its Weight. 

The fame Piece, dipped in Oil, being laid on 
the fame Coals, emitted a Flame, as long as the 
unétuous Matter lafted, but ftill loft nothing of its 
own Weight.’ 

Half a Pound of the Stone being beat to pieces 
with a Hammer, then put into a luted Glafs, an 
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fet in a Furnace, there rofe only a {mall Quantity 
of Flegm ; which happened to another Species of 
this Mineral in a fécond Operation. 

Expofed to a reverberating Heat, it only loft its 
filver grey Colour, which changed to reddifh, in 
the Fibres that remained united; while fuch Parti- 
cles as fell off from the external Surface appeared to 
be more affected by the Fire: However, the Whole 
retained its full Weight. 

It is only to the Fire of a Les, or Burning-glafs, 
that we have obferved the Amianthus yield: Ex- 
pofed to this, sts Fibres inftantly feparatad, then loft 
their Shape, and run into {mall Globules of Glafs, 

If the Proof of the Incombutftibility of the Amian- 
thus depended on this Experiment, unknown to the 
Ancients, it mult be given up; but at the fame time 
it muft be owned, that no Solid we know of is able 
to refift the folar Beams thus united: and as this 
Mineral remains unaltered in all other Fires, it may 
well enough be {till confidered as incombuftible. 

The Manner of Spinning and Weaving it, tho? 
practifed by the Orientals,was not well known either 
to the Greeks or Romans; fince, except Straso, who 
little more than mentions it, none of their Authors 
have defcribed it, Pliny himfclf feems ignorant on 
this Head ; and it has long fince puzzled the Anti- 
quaries, who have placed it amongft the Joft Arts.* 
For my part, if we fuppofe they ever could do it 
without mixing it with fomething elfe, I believe we 
attribute to them an Impoffibility. 

However, as I might quote Inftances of divers 
Pieces of this incombuftible Linnen that have been 
feen and admired in different Ages, it is certain that 
fome Perfon muft have poffeffed the Secret of work- 
ing the Amianthus, in the Method wherein only | 
think it is pra¢ticable, 


¥ Panciroll. de rebus perditis, lib, iv. 
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John Baptifia Porta,* who had feen it done at 
Venice by a Cyprian Woman, treats it as a Trifle ; 
which probably made him neglet t to defcribe it. 
Ciampint has fupplied this Defeét ;+ and the Method 
he prefcribes I have improved as follows, 

Chufe that Kind of dmanthus, whole Fibres ate 
Jongeft and moft filky. Break it gently with the 
Hammer, and not in a Mortar, for fear of pulve- 
rifing it. Lay thefe Fragments in warm Water ; 
and after infufing them a Time proportionable to 
the Stiffnefs of the earthy Particles, itir them fre- 
quently with your Fingers, feparating the mineral 
Filaments as much as pollible, ul! they infenfibly 
become freed from that Sort of chalky Earth, that 
united them ; change this Water five or fix umes, 
till you fee by its Tranf{parency that the Fibres are 
fufficiently cleanfed. 

After this Lotion lay them on a Bafket-Frame, to 
flrain off the Water; then dry them in the Sun; 
and when they are dry, card them gently with two 
fine Cards; gather the Flax, thus prepared, carefully, 
and lay it between the Cards,which may ferve inftead 
of a Diftaff; becaufe from their Extremities you 
may draw the Threads as they prefént themfelves, 

Having then on the Table a Bobin full of com- 
mon Thread, pretty fine, take from it one Thread, 
as you draw two or three of the Amianthus ; and 
with a Spindle, governed by a Whirl, unite all the 
Threads together, fo that the common Thread may 
be wholly covered by thole of the Stone, and by 
this Means make one Body therewith, 

To facilitate the Spinning, you may have a little 
Olive-Oil ina Pot, to dip your Fingers into; which 
will fecure them from the Corrofion of the Mineral, 
as well as give a pliable Turn to the ‘Whread, 


° Magiz na’ ural. lib. i 
- Ciampini de Lino ir ccombutti bili, five Lap'de Amianto 3 
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It is eafy, by this Means, to lengthen or twine 
the Threads to any Degree; and, by putting them 
in the Fire, to deftroy the Oil and Linnen Thread 
employed in fpinning them. 

At the Pyrences they actually weave this Thread of 
the Amianthus into Hatbands, Girdles, and Garters; 
which is enough to prove the Poffibility of its being 
wrought. It is certain, chat with a little more Care 
very curious Pieces might be compofed of it. 

However, if we could arrive at fuch Perfection 
in this Art, as tomake the Lianen fo celebrated by 
the Ancients, even bot! finer and in greater Quan- 
ty, it muft ftill be acknowledged, from the fri- 
able and brittle Quality of the Stone, that it could 
be of no great Service for common Ufe. Pieces of 
it would be only valuable for their Curiofity. 

To greafe and dirty them, in order to fee them 
cleanfed by the Fire, is all that the Writers, before 
and after Pliny, obferve as remarkable in thefe ami- 
anthine Cloths, Charles V. had feveral Napkins of 
this Sort, with which at great [ntertainmexts he di- 
verted the Lords of his Court. Since his Time feveral 
Noblemen,and even rich Merchants at Rome, Venice, 
Drefden, Louvain, and other Cities, have enjoyed 
this Pleafure at Jefs Coft than that great Emperor. 

What Hyierocies relates of the Brachmans wearing 
Garments of this Linnen, only fhews, that the Ami- 
éxthus was plentiful among them; but no way 
proves, that the Habits of thofe Philofophers were 
commonly made of it. Their incombuftible Qua- 
Jity (which this Author fays they regarded as a di- 
vine Symbol) as well as their Readinels to fret, fitted 
them only for Robes of State, to be worn on parti- 
cular Occafions. : 

The Ufe of Sheets or Shirts of this Linnen in 
burning the Dead, to preferve their Afhes unmixed, 
would be a Matter of Importance in the Roman 
Hiftory, if it could be once proved. But there is 
Httle Sirefs to be laid on the Conjectures of Com- 
mentators, 
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mentators, who, from a Funeral Cuftom which Pliny 
confines to Kings, fuppofe it common to all the 
Roman Nobility. 

Ic is true, the Veneration paid by thefe People to 
the Afhes of their deceafed Friends, gives us Room 
to fuppofe, that they took the utmoft Precaution to 
keep them from mingling with thofe of the Wood 
that was employed to confume them. It is not 
likely Artemifia would have drank the A thes of her 
dear Hufband Maa/foleus, if fhe had not been cer- 
tain they were pure from any other Particles ; nor 
that Agrippina would have carried in her Boiom thofe 
of Germanicus, if fhe had not believed them genuine. 

The Care that the Parents of Exiles, who died 
diftant from their native Country, took to bring 
home their Afhes, the Funeral Pomp of Generals 
and Pretors who died abroad in their Charge, the 
Honours paid to the Urns that inclofed their Afhes 
in their Paflage to Rome, the Coftlinefs of thofe 
Urns, both for Matter and Workmanfhip,® are con- 
vincing Proofs of the Care that was taken to preferve 
the Afhes of the Deceafed ; but are far from demon- 
firating, that for this Purpofe they employed the 
Linnen of the Amianthus. 

I might fhew Reafons for our doubting of 
this, notwithftanding the Difcovery lately made ot 
a Tomb, placed in the Vatican, in which ts feen a 
Winding-fheet of this Linnen, nine Roman Palms 
in Length, and feven in Breadth, yet full of Athes, 
and burnt Bones. I might alledge, as fufficient, 
innumerable Obfervations made in all Countries, 
from the Difcovery of fepulchral Urns and covered 
Tombs, in which were found Pieces of Wood and 
Bones half burnt, mixed with the Afhes; which 
could never have happened, if the amjantbine Lin- 
nen had been ufed. 


* Plutarch. in Demetrio. Furrop. 85. Xiphil. 76. Ammian. 
Marcellin. 19. 2, Heradian. 3-35, 
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I have mylelf witnefled this Confufion in more 
than 300 Urns of Clay found in Provence about 15 
Years ago;* each of which, on a narrow Infpec- 
tion, I perceived to contain three or four times the 
Quantity of Afhes that the Body of the largett 
Man, when burnt, could produce. 

If we may judge from Propertias, the Afhes of an 
entire human Body amount only to about an Hand- 
ful: And this Sentiment of the Ancients is founded 
on Experiments made by a chymical 4naly/is of the 
Body ; {fo that fince the Afhes ufually found in thefe 
Urns greatly exceed that Quantity, we muft con- 
clude, they were not feparated by the Linnen of the 
Amianthus, but were mixed with the Afhes of the 
Funeral Pile, 

{c may be objected, that thefle Tombs and Urns, 
which I have mentioned, belong only to People of 
mean Condition, h: altily burnt 5 as in Times of pub- 
lic Calamity, or iuch whofe Poverty fcarce allowed 
them Wood e: nough, much lefs the Linnen of the 
Afbefios, which was undoubtedly fold at a high Rate. 

Bet granting us co have recovered the Urns of 
the Emperors themfelves, acknowledged fuch by 
the Finenets of their Materials, and, if you will, by 
their Infcriptions ; and that the Afhes they contain 
were free in appearance from all foreign Mixture ; 
I thall yer prove, that this Separation mig he be ef- 
fected without che Help of the Amiantius, only bya 
careful Obfervation of the Hearth, which always an- 
{wered to the Pofition of the Body on the Funeral Pile. 

Marleanus § afferts, that this Place or H arth 
was by the Romans called Ulrinum. Servius || dif- 
tinguilhes it from the ocher Parts of the Funeral Pile, 
by the fame Name. But Feftus, explaining this Word, 


* This: Difcovery was occafioned by an Inundatiou, which 


{wept off two Foot of the Soil of the Kield where they were found, 
+ Ec ym cuod -—s uingu Te ley ‘atur onus. 
4 2 ee ~ T 
§ Fopogr. ub. Kome, y.14. |] In Aneide LIT. 
fays, 
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favs, it fignified a Vafe or Vefiel, deftined in burn- 
ing, the Body, to receive the Afhes. 

This laft Opinion feems to me the moft probable, 
from two ancient Infcriptions in Meurfius 3} wherein 
the U/frinum is mentioned, asa portable Stone, which 
fome Funerary Laws, or Teftaments, forbid to be 
employed in erecting the Tombs of thole for whole 
Funeral Piles they had ferved. We may gather 
from hence, that this U/fvizum was a kind of Hearth- 
ftone, hollowed to receive the Afhes of the Body 
as it confumed, and by its Rims prevented their 
Diffipation with the Wind. 

The Wood that compofed the Pile, was placed 
about two Feet diftant from this Stone, all round it, 
and evenly difpofed in the Form of a Parallelogram 
or oblong Square; bordering on which were fet 
Branches of Cyprefs, to ferve as a Prelervative againit 
the difagreeable Smell of the burning Bady. 

The Men whofe Bulinefs it was to attend the Fu- 
neral Pile, were People of the meaneft Kank, called 
Ujtores and Bufluarti. Thefe took care left any 
Branch of the Cyprefs fhould by the Wind be blown 
towards the Corpfe, and mingle its Afhes with thofe 
of the Body: They allo had long Forks, wherewith 
they pufhed back the Faggots that gave way, left 
they fhould fall into the Ujtri uum or Hearth, 

After the Pile was confumed, the Priefts carefully 
infpected the Hearth, or Place we have called the 
Uftrinum, to diftinguith the Remains of the Body 
from all foreign Matter, and feparate them into an 
Urn, which, according as the Quantity of Afhes or 
Bones prevailed, was called Cinerarium or Offuarium. 

This Ceremony of collecting the Remains of the 
Dead, they termed Religuias legere; and it was fo 
effential a Duty of their Religion, that the greater 
the Quality of the Perfon ceceafed was, the more 

+ Hute monumento ufrinum appl cari non licet———— The other ; 


Aa hoe monumentum uftrinum opf licari non licet. Meurlius de Fu- 
zeie, Ca .4f. 
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fcrupuloufly they performed it; which would have 
been entirely unnecefiary, if thefe Bodies had been 
wrapped in the Linnen of the mianthus, fince in 
that Cafe they had been fure of no Mixture. Befides, 
had this been the Cuftom, fewer Fragments of Bones 
would have remained; for they might have then 
expofed the Body to the utmoft Fury of the Flames, 
when nothing of the Fuel could mix with it; whereas 
in burning the Carcafes of the Emperors themfelves, 
feveral Pieces of the Bones were left unconfumed, 
and put into the Urn. 

We learn from Szetonius, that inthis Manner they 
feleéted the Remains of the Body of ugu/tus; nor 
does he once mention, on this folemn Occafion, the 
Ule of the Amianthus. LEnxtropins gives the fame 
Account of the Afhes of Zrajan, which were placed 
in an Urn of Gold on hisColumn. Xipbilinus fays 
the fame of thofe of Septimius Severus, inclofed in a 
Vafe of Porphyry.* 

To conclude; If this Ufe of the amianthine Lin- 
nen had been known in Greece, Would Strabo or 
Diofcorides, Natives thereof, have forgot to mention 
fuch a Circumftance in their Defcription of it? Pliny 
lived afcer too many Emperors, to be ignorant of 
its being employed in their Funerals, if it had been 
fo. He rather feems to hint the contrary, by what 
he fays of the Rarity of this Linnen, and the high 
Value fet on it; infomuch that in the Time of 
Nero, a Napkin that Emperor had of it was re 
garded as a Treafure. 

Suppofing the Winding-fheet of this Stuff, pre- 
ferved in the Vatican Library, to be antique; we 
can only conclude, it belonged to fome particular 
Prince, who kept it as a Treafure for himfelf, and 
was refolved it fhould perform that Office for no 
other: fince it is the only one of this Kind has 
been yet found, in all the ancient Urns or Tombs 


* Xiph. 76. 


that 








Art.1o. For SEPTEMBER, 1743. 239 


that have yet been difcovered; not excepting thofe 
of the Emperors. 

Another Ufe of the Thread of the Asbeffos was to 
form perpetual Wicks, which had the Property of 
burning continually, without being wafted, or need- 
ing to be fnuffed, whatever Quantity of Oil the 
Lamp contained. The Heathens employed thefe 
in their Temples, for the Lamps confecratéd to 
their Deities. 

Amidft the Wonders that have been reported of 
this incombuftible Thread, we may reckon what 
Paufanias relates * of a Wick of it, which, withoug 
being touched by any one, flamed for a whole Year 
in a Lamp of Gold which Callimachus had confe- 
crated to the Temple of Minerva at Athens. Soli- 
nus {peaks much + of another Lamp that burnt the 
fame Time before a Statue of this Goddefs in a 
Temple fhe had in England. If we may credit 
Pope Dama/us ¢ in a Point of natura] Hiftory, there 
was in his Timea perpetual Lamp, in the Baptiffery 
at Rome, lighted by fuch a Wick, which had lafted 
ever fince its Foundation by Conftantine. 

Thefe Facts, related with a fort of Admiration by 
the Authors here cited, fhew us how fcarce the 
amianthine Thread was in thofe Days, - It grew fo 
common at laft, that Lewts Hivez, a Spaniard, in 
the Time he was at Paris (about the Beginning of the 
15th Century) tells us, that thefe Wicks were ufed 
in many Places of that City. It is furprifing, as 
their Ufefulnefs is fo well known by Experience, that 
they are not again brought into Practice. 

I have feen, that the Filaments of the 4mian- 
thus, even without being freed from their terrene 
Particles by Lotion, being put in a Veffel of Oil, or 
any unctuous Matter, will continue lighted as long 
as the Pabulum remains, 


* Paufan. in Atticis. + In Polyhifflor. ¢. 12. 
% In act, Sancti Sylvefri. 
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Licetus, Ferrarius, and fome other Antiquaries, 
who have treated of the Lamps of the Ancients, to 
perfnade us of the Duration of fepulchral Fires, which 
they thought perpetual if fecured from the Air, have 
pretended to explain this Phenomenon by the amian- 
thine Wicks: But, as they fuppofe two Faéts, firft, 
that fuch a’ Wick has been found in one of thefe 
Lamps ; and, next, that it could continue to burn af. 
ter its Aliment was confumed 5 their Affertions are 
not to be regarded. 

A Method has been found of employing even the 
fhorteft Fibres of the Amianthus, to make a kind of 
Paper, which we may call Everlafting ; becaule, as 
often as it is wrote on, it may be cleaned by Fire, 
without confuming. Some Years ago, this Paper has 

een feen in fevera] Cabinets of Germany. A Leaf 
of it, confiderably large, is preferved in that of his 
Danifh Majefty ; and we are well affured they have 
made it at Oxford. 

With regard to the preferving of Bodies from 
Fire, by wrapping them in the amianthine Linnen, 
it’s only a Chimera. As all the Parts of this mineral 
Subftance are fufceptible of Heat, they muft alfo 
communicate it to the Bodies they contain. It is eafy 
to try this, by inclofing a Stick in a Piece of it, and 
then putting it into the Fire: We fhall find it re- 
duced to Afhes, while the L.innen remains entire. 

This Notion deceived the devout King of Tartary, 
mentioned by Laxgius,* who, to preferve from Fire 
a Handkerchief on which the Face of Chrift was im- 
prefled, kept it folded in a Piece of amiasthine Linnen, 

I might here mention feveral other Properties 
afcribed to the Amianthus;, but as they are moftly 
fabulous, I fhall here finifh this Diffzrtation, in which 
I have endeavoured to colleét all the Particulars I 
could find certajn and curious concerning this fingular 
Production of Nature. 


* Lett 65. 
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